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EDUCATION 
Institution      Degree    Year  
The University of Georgia    Ph.D.    1998  
College of Pharmacy     Medicinal Chemistry 
Department of Pharmaceutical and Biomedical Sciences   
Athens, Georgia 30605  

Dissertation Advisor: Dr. J. Warren Beach; Dissertation Title: “Cholinergic Channel 
Modulators:  Analogs of Lobeline.” 

 
Ohio Northern University    B.S.     1994 
Raabe College of Pharmacy    Pharmacy 
Ada, Ohio 45810 
 
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP 
Institution      Position   Dates 
University of Minnesota    NIDA/NIH    1998 – 2001 
College of Pharmacy     Research Training Award  
Department of Medicinal Chemistry 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Advisor:  Distinguished Professor Philip S. Portoghese  
 
LICENSURE 
United States Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration Research License, 2003 

– 2017; 2022 – present  
Registered Pharmacist: State of Minnesota, License #116692-7. 1998 – 2002 
Registered Pharmacist: State of Georgia, License #18003. 1994 – 2010 
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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  
 
05/23 – Present Associate Dean for Faculty Development, College of Pharmacy, 

University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
04/23 – Present Graduate Faculty Appointment, Department of Pharmacology and 

Therapeutics, College of Medicine, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
01/23 – Present Graduate Faculty Appointment, Department of Neuroscience, College of 

Medicine, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL  
01/22 – Present Frank A. Duckworth Eminent Scholar Chair in Drug Research and 

Development, College of Pharmacy, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
07/20 – Present  Professor (courtesy appointment), Department of Pharmaceutics, College 

of Pharmacy, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
01/17 – Present Professor, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, College of Pharmacy, 

University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
07/16 – 12/16 Interim Chair, Department of BioMolecular Sciences, School of 

Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS 
01/14 – 12/16 Professor of Medicinal Chemistry, Department of BioMolecular Sciences, 

School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS 
01/14 – 12/16 Professor of Pharmacology, Department of BioMolecular, School of 

Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS 
07/13 – 01/14 Professor of Medicinal Chemistry, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, 

School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS 
07/13 – 01/14 Professor of Pharmacology, Department of Pharmacology, School of 

Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS 
07/08 – 06/11 Dean’s Advisory Committee Distinguished Teaching Scholar, School of 

Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS (Three-year 
appointment, second continuous cycle - only 2 cycles allowed) 

07/07 – 06/13 Associate Professor of Medicinal Chemistry, Department of Medicinal 
Chemistry, School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, 
MS 

07/07 – 06/13 Associate Professor of Pharmacology, Department of Pharmacology, 
School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS 

07/05 – 06/08 Dean’s Advisory Committee Distinguished Teaching Scholar, School of 
Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS (Three-year 
appointment) 

09/04 – 06/07 Assistant Professor of Pharmacology, Department of Pharmacology, 
School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS 

07/01 – 06/07 Assistant Professor of Medicinal Chemistry, Department of Medicinal 
Chemistry, School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, 
MS 

08/94 – 05/98 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, 
College of Pharmacy, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 

 
SCIENTIFIC APPOINTMENTS/EXPERIENCE 
 
08/23 – Present  Board Member, State of Florida Consortium for Medical Marijuana 

Clinical Outcomes Research; University of Florida President appointed 
representative 
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04/23 – Present Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Nuka Enterprises, LLC, Delaware 
05/22 – 02/23 Advisory Board Member, Kratom Vendors Association, Napa, CA 
12/21 – Present Director of Medical Innovation, Novium Wellness, St. Augustine, FL 
11/21 – Present Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Forbes & Manhattan, Inc., Toronto, 

ON, Canada 
10/21 – Present Founding Advisor, PainVox, LLC., Oxford, MS 
09/20 – Present Editorial Advisory Board, ACS Pharmacology & Translational Science, 

American Chemical Association Publications 
11/19 – Present Past President, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists 

(AAPS), Arlington, VA 
01/19 – Present Editorial Advisory Board, AAPS Open, Springer Open 

(https://aapsopen.springeropen.com/about/editorial-board) 
06/17 – Present Consultant, United States Food and Drug Administration (US FDA), Drug 

Safety and Risk Management (DSaRM) Advisory Committee 
01/17 – Present  Director, University of Florida Translational Drug Development Core, 

University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
11/18 – 11/19 Immediate Past-President, American Association of Pharmaceutical 

Scientists (AAPS), Arlington, VA 
11/17 – 11/18 President, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS), 

Arlington, VA 
11/16 – 11/17 President-Elect, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists 

(AAPS), Arlington, VA 
07/16 – 12/16 Director, NIH-COBRE Center of Research Excellence in Natural Products 

Neuroscience (CORE-NPN), University of Mississippi 
04/16 – 07/16 Research Development Faculty Fellow, Office of Research and Sponsored 

Programs, University of Mississippi, University MS  
09/15 – Present Board of Grants, American Foundation for Pharmaceutical Education, 

Alexandria, VA 
09/15 – Present Review Editor, Editorial Board of Frontiers in Neuropharmacology, a 

specialty of Frontiers in Neurology, Neuroscience, Pharmacology and 
Psychiatry, www.frontiersin.org   

02/15 – Present Member, United States Pharmacopeial Convention, AAPS voting member 
03/14 – Present Research Team Member, Research Center on Substance Abuse and 

Depression, Roseman University of Health Sciences, Henderson, NV 
11/13 – 11/16 Executive Council (Board of Directors) Member-At-Large, American 

Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Alexandria, VA 
07/13 – 12/16 Research Professor, Research Institute for Pharmaceutical Sciences, 

University of Mississippi, University, MS 
06/12 – 10/12 Editor-In-Chief, Ad Hoc, AAPS PharmSciTech, AAPS Publications 
03/12 – Present Editorial Board of Referees, Arkivoc Journal, ARKAT USA, Inc.  
01/12 – 08/15 Editorial Advisory Board Member, Letters in Drug Design and Discovery, 

Bentham Publishing 
01/12 – 08/17 Editorial Board, Scientifica - Pharmaceutics, online open access 
02/11 – 07/11 Associate Editor, Ad Hoc, AAPS PharmSciTech, AAPS Publications 
01/11 – Present Editorial Advisory Board Member of the Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 

American Chemical Society Publications 
01/11 – 12/19 Senior Editor, Medicinal Chemistry Research, Springer 
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01/11 – Present Editorial Board Member of the World Journal of Pharmacology, 
Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited 

09/10 – 06/16 Co-Director, NIH-COBRE Center of Research Excellence in Natural 
Products Neuroscience (CORE-NPN), University of Mississippi 

07/08 – Present Editorial Board Member of Future Medicinal Chemistry, Future Science 
Group 

04/08 – 08/15 Editorial Board Member of Current Bioactive Compounds, Bentham 
Publishing 

02/08 – 11/11 Editorial Board Member of The Open Enzyme Inhibition Journal, 
Bentham Publishing (Journal Discontinued 11/2011) 

07/07 – 06/13 Research Associate Professor, Research Institute for Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, University of Mississippi, University, MS. 

01/07 – 06/17 Editorial Board Member of Open Medicinal Chemistry, Bentham 
Publishing 

01/07 – Present Editorial Board Member of Perspectives in Medicinal Chemistry, Libertas 
Academica 

04/06 – 09/09 Editorial Advisory Board Member of Current Topics in Medicinal 
Chemistry, Bentham Publishing 

02/06 – Present Editorial Board Member of Pharmacologyonline 
07/05 – Present Senior Editorial Board of Molecular Conceptor Medicinal Chemistry 

Curriculum, Synergix Ltd. 
01/02 – 12/11 New Trends Editor, Medicinal Chemistry Research, Springer Boston. 
07/01 – 06/07 Research Assistant Professor, Research Institute for Pharmaceutical 

Sciences, University of Mississippi, University, MS.  
07/98 – 07/01 Post-Doctoral Fellow.  Research Training Award Fellow, National 

Institute on Drug Abuse, University of Minnesota, College of Pharmacy, 
Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Minneapolis, MN.  Advisor:  
Distinguished Professor Philip S. Portoghese. 

08/96 – 06/98 Coordinator of Bruker NMR Facility, University of Georgia, College of 
Pharmacy, Athens, GA.  

06/93 – 08/93 Undergraduate Research Fellow, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, 
College of Pharmacy, University of Georgia, Athens, GA. Advisor: 
Professor C. DeWitt Blanton. 

09/93 – 12/93 Research Assistant, Department of Pharmaceutical and Biomedical 
Sciences, Raabe College of Pharmacy, Ohio Northern University, Ada, 
OH.  Advisor:  Assistant Professor David Kinder. 

09/91 – 05/92 Research Assistant, Department of Pharmaceutical and Biomedical 
Sciences, Raabe College of Pharmacy, Ohio Northern University, Ada, 
OH.  Advisor:  Assistant Professor Stephen J. Cutler. 

 
PROFESSIONAL PHARMACY APPOINTMENTS/EXPERIENCE 
 
09/98 – 07/01 Pharmacist, Part-time, SuperValu Pharmacy, Minneapolis, MN 
07/94 – 07/98  Pharmacist, Part-time, Publix Super Markets, Inc., Atlanta, GA 
05/94 – 07/94  Graduate Pharmacy Intern, Phar-Mor, Inc., Youngstown, OH 
03/87 – 05/94 Pharmacy Technician, Phar-Mor, Inc., Youngstown, OH 
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STUDENT AND TECHNICIAN SUPERVISION, PRECEPTING, AND ADVISING 
 
Dissertation/Thesis Committee Director 
 
Doctor of Philosophy 
 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Gainesville, 

Florida 
 

-Kareem Galal, 1/17 – 5/20 (Ph.D. defense March 19, 2020) 
Synthesis and Biological Evaluation of Optimized Analogues of Benzyl 
Piperidine Based Neuropeptide FF Receptor Ligands. 

-John Fortner, 1/17 – 12/20 (Changed to Master of Science program) 
-Morgan Crowley, 1/17 – 7/22 (Ph.D. defense July 5, 2022) 
 Synthesis and Pharmacological Evaluation of Compounds Inspired by Indole  

Alkaloids Isolated From Mitragyna speciosa For Opioid Use Disorder 
-Heba Agha, 5/17 – 5/21 (Ph.D. defense March 18, 2021) 

Targeting Chronic Pain Through the Design of Sigma-1 Receptor Antagonists 
with Insights on Structure Activity and Structure Metabolism Relationships 

-Sarah Mallory Burns, 8/18 – 8/23 (Ph.D. defense July 6, 2023) 
Design and Synthesis of Novel Sigma-1 Receptor Ligands for the Treatment of 
Chronic Pain 

-Shelby Green, 7/21 – present (admitted to candidacy, November 22, 2022) 
-Seif A. Abouheif, 8/23 – present  
-Christian Barnard, 8/23 – present  

 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Department of Pharmaceutics, Gainesville, Florida 
  
 -Tamara I. King, 3/18 – 3/20 (Ph.D. defense February 26, 2020) 

Bioanalytical method development, validation, and application to preclinical 
pharmacokinetic studies of Neuropeptide FF targeting compounds and kratom 
alkaloids 

 -Erin Berthold, 3/19 – 6/22 (Ph.D. defense June 27, 2022) 
  Pharmacokinetics and Interaction Potential of Mitragynine and Cannabidiol 
 -Michelle Kuntz, 8/20 – present (admitted to candidacy, December 12, 2022) 

-Alexandria Senetra, 8/20 – present  
 
University of Florida, College of Medicine, Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics,  

Gainesville, Florida (BioMedical Sciences DMD/PhD program) 
 
-Kyle V. Kasparian, 8/23 – present  

 
University of Mississippi, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University, Mississippi 
 

-Ashok E. Philip, 10/01 – 8/06 (Ph.D. defense August 22, 2006) 
Design, Synthesis, Molecular Modeling, and Biological Evaluation of Novel NOP 
(Nociceptin/Orphanin FQ Peptide) Receptor Ligands 

-Nidhi Singh, 12/02 – 5/07 (Ph.D. defense May 4, 2007) 
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Part A. Protein Modeling in Rational Drug Design: Case Study wit 
Deoxyxylulose Phosphate Reductoisomerase (DXR) Enzyme. 
Part B. A Combined Ligand- and Target-Based Drug Design Strategy for G-
Protein Coupled Receptors: Application to Salvinorin A, a Selective k-Opioid 
Receptor Agonist 

-Neha Vyas Philip, 12/02 – 04/07 (Ph.D. defense April 20, 2007) 
Design, Synthesis, and Biological Evaluation of Neuropeptide FF Receptor 
Ligands 

-Jessica Erin Adkins, 5/04 – 10/08 (Ph.D. defense October 8, 2008) 
Analytical Methodology for the Quantitation of Mitragynine and the 
Fingerprinting of Crude Extracts of Mitragyna speciosa 

-Sanju Narayanan, 12/04 – 2/09 (Ph.D. defense February 27, 2009) 
Design, Synthesis, and Biological Evaluation of Novel Sigma-2 Selective Ligands 

-Tammy Nolan, 12/04 – 1/10 (Ph.D. defense January 22, 2010) 
Molecular Recognition Studies for the Kappa Opioid and Sigma Receptors using 
Virtual Screening, Pharmacophore Modeling and Semi-Synthesis 

-Velvet Blair Journigan, 9/05 – 4/10 (Ph.D. defense April 28, 2010) 
Part I. Design, Synthesis and Biological Evaluation of Ligands for Neuropeptide 
FF1 and FF2 Receptors.  Part II. Design, Synthesis, and Biological Evaluation of 
Ligands for the k Opioid Receptor 

-Marco Arribas, 12/04 – 11/10 (Ph.D. defense November 3, 2010) 
 Synthesis of Analogues Based on the Opioid Alkaloid Mitragynine 
-Edward “Sonny” B. Furr, 10/06 – 5/10 (Left program) 
-Rohit Bhat, 10/06 – 11/11 (Ph.D. defense November 8, 2011) 

Design, Synthesis, Biological Evaluation and Metabolic Stabilities Studies of 
Sigma Receptor Ligands  

-David Watson, 12/07 – 11/13 (Ph.D. defense November 19, 2013) 
Quasi-Comprehensive Scaffold Perception, Pharmacophore Development, and 
Structure-Affinity Relationships of Sigma Site Ligands 

-Jessica Mankus, 12/07 – 11/12 (Ph.D. defense July 23, 2012) 
-Walid Alsharif, 03/10 – 12/15 (Ph.D. defense December 2, 2015) 

Design, Synthesis, and Biological Evaluation of Sigma Receptors (sRs) Ligands 
as Potential Pharmacotherapy for Cancer and Drug Addiction 

-Kelsey Gabrielle Luecke McPherson, 8/13 – 4/18 (Ph.D. defense April 24, 2018) 
Synthesis and Evaluation of Dual-Acting Ligands for Mu Opioid and 
Neuropeptide FF Receptors 

-Lisa Leona Wilson, 1/14 – 4/17 (Transferred to UF/Jay McLaughlin director)  
-Kareem Galal, 1/15 – 12/16 (Transfer to UF) 
-John Fortner, 8/15 – 12/16 (Transfer to UF) 
-Heba Agha, 8/15 – 5/17 (Transfer to UF) 
-Vedanjali Gogineni, 7/16 – 11/17 (Ph.D. defense November 11, 2017) 

Phytochemical investigation of Psychoactive Medicinal Plants for the Treatment 
of Neurological Disorders 

-Morgan Crowley, 8/16 – 12/16 (Transfer to UF) 
 
Beni-Suef University, Beni Suef, EGYPT 
 
 -Ahmed Hassan Abdelazeem, 8/08 – 10/10 (Ph.D. defense in Egypt January 12, 2011 
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Master of Science  
 
University of Florida, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Gainesville, Florida 
 
 -John D. Fortner, 12/20 – 5/21 (M.S. defense March 30, 2021) 
 
University of Mississippi, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University, Mississippi 
 

-Shivangi Awasthi, 8/11 – 11/13 (M.S. defense November 21, 2013) 
 

Senior Honors Thesis 
 
University of Florida, College of Liberal Arts, Department of Chemistry, Gainesville, Florida 
 
 -Dawson W. Jackson, 5/21 – 4/23 (Thesis accepted “summa cum laude” April 18, 2023) 
 
University of Mississippi, Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, University, Mississippi 
 
 -Joshua Swan Taylor, 12/06 – 4/07 (Thesis defense April 16, 2007) 

-Ashley Jasmine Stubblefield, 7/06 – 4/07 (Thesis defense April 26, 2007) 
 -Andrea Malone Green, 12/06 – 4/08 (Thesis defense April 9, 2008) 
 -Sarah E. Clark, 12/07 – 04/09 (Thesis defense April 15, 2009)  
 -Yang Song, 09/09 – 08/10 (left to attend pharmacy school at the University of MN)  
 -Jonathan Shih, 01/10 – 05/13 (Thesis defense May 3, 2013) 
 -Jessie J. Xie, 06/10 – 04/13 (Thesis defense April 30, 2013) 
 -Chad Burch, 09/12 – 05/16 (decided to drop Honors College)  

-John Yi, 03/13 – 05/16 (Thesis defense April 29, 2016) 
 -May Ly, 05/13 – 04/15 (Thesis defense April 16, 2015) 
 -Jason Teng, 12/13 – 04/15 (Thesis defense April 30, 2015)  

-Jennifer Miller, 03/14 – 05/16 (Thesis defense March 28, 2016) 
 -Jacqueline Morris, 06/14 – 02/17 (Thesis defense February 24, 2017)  
 -Jamie Stone, 7/15 – 04/17 (Thesis defense April 26, 2017) 
 
Advisory Committee Member 
 
Doctor of Philosophy 
 
University of Florida, College of Liberal Arts, Department of Chemistry, Gainesville, Florida 
 

-Breanna Tomiczek, 2/18 – 11/22 (Alex Grenning – Advisor; Ph.D. defense November 2, 
2022) 

 -Anirudra Paul, 3/18 – 5/20 (Daniel Seidel – Advisor; Ph.D. defense April 15, 2020)  
 -Zhongling Liang, 2/20 – present (Boone Prentice – Advisor)  
 -Nessa Pesaran Afsharian, 9/22 – present (Matthew Eddy – Advisor)  
 -Anthony Rodriguez Pesci, 6/23 – present (Aron Aponick – Advisor)  
 -Michael Christopher, 7/23 – present (Tim Garrett and Boone Prentice – Co-advisors) 
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University of Florida, College of Liberal Arts, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 
(IFAS), Department of Environmental Horticulture, Gainesville, Florida 
  
 -Mengzi Zhang, 9/20 – present (Brian Pearson – Advisor) 
 -Larissa Laforest, 9/21 – present (Satya Swathi Nadakuduti – Advisor)  
 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Gainesville,     
 Florida  
 
 -Jeremy S. Coleman, 5/17 – 3/20 (Jane Aldrich – Advisor)  
 -Saikat Kumar Poddar, 3/23 – present (Guangrong Zheng – Advisor) 
 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Department of Pharmaceutics, Gainesville, Florida 
  
 -Tamara I. King, 7/17 – 3/20 (Ph.D. defense February 26, 2020 – Bonnie Avery/Thomas 

 Schmittgen/Christopher McCurdy – Advisors) 
-Erin Berthold, 3/19 – 6/22 (Ph.D. defense June 27, 2022 – Bonnie Avery/Christopher 
McCurdy/Abhisheak Sharma – Advisors) 
-Michelle Kuntz, 8/20 – present (Christopher McCurdy/Abhisheak Sharma – Advisors) 
-Alexandria Senetra, 8/20 – present (Christopher McCurdy/Abhisheak Sharma – 
Advisors)  
-Yi-Hua Chiang, 3/22 – present (Abhisheak Sharma – Advisor)  

 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Department of Pharmacodynamics, Gainesville,  

Florida 
 
-Lisa Leona Wilson, 4/17 – 3/22 (Jay McLaughlin – Advisor)  

 
University of Florida, College of Public Health and Health Professions, Department of 

Epidemiology, Gainesville, Florida 
 
 -Carolin Hoeflich, 9/21 – present (Catherine Striley – Advisor)  
 -Anna Wang, 10/21 – present (Linda Cottler – Advisor)  
 -Vijaya Seegulam, 10/23 – present (Linda Cottler – Advisor)  
 
University of Mississippi, Department of BioMolecular Sciences, University, Mississippi 

(department formed in 2014 by combination of Medicinal Chemistry, Pharmacology and 
Pharmacognosy) 

 
 Division of Medicinal Chemistry  
 -Pankaj Pandey, 11/14 – 11/15 (Defense November 30, 2015)  
 -Amer Tarawneh, 11/14 – 11/15 (Defense November 16, 2015)  
 -Vedanjali Gogineni, 4/15 – 7/16 (Transferred to my supervision from Dr. S. Cutler) 
 
 Division of Pharmacology 
 -Rhianna Morgan, 7/15 – 3/17 (Defense March 6, 2017) 
 -Taisen Hao, 5/16 – 12/16 (Dropped off committee due to move)  
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University of Mississippi, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University, Mississippi 
 

-Aaron Beeler, 09/01 – 05/02 
-Yogesh Sabnis, 06/02 – 12/02 
-Maralea Gourley, 11/03 – 01/04 
-Lindsay Odom, 04/04 – 06/06 
-S. Anand , 10/04 – 05/08 
-Li Zi, 12/04 – 01/06 
-Cassia S. Mizuno, 09/05 – 05/06 
-Nakul Telang, 10/05 – 12/07 
-Young Kim, 10/06 – 11/08 
-Seoung-Ryoung Choi, 3/06 – 12/06 
-Akshay Patney, 10/06 – 8/07 
-Prasenjit Mukherjee, 9/07 – 6/08 
-David Weldon, 09/07 – 8/08 
-Tuwanda Simmons, 07/08 – 09/09 

 -Sarah Chajkowski Scarry, 07/10 – 04/12 
 -Afeef Husni, 11/11 – 07/12 
 -Xiaoning Wang, 11/11 – 07/12  
 -Munia Sowaileh, 4/16 – 04/18 
   
University of Mississippi, Department of Pharmacognosy, University, Mississippi 
 
 -Jeremy Stewart, 07/02 – 02/05 
 
University of Mississippi, Department of Pharmaceutics, University, Mississippi 
 
 -Praveen K. Mididoddi, 5/05 – 04/06 
 -Harsha Vinnakota, 9/09 – 11/10 
 -Pradeep Kumar Vuppala, 09/09 – 04/12 
 -Seshulatha Jamalapuram, 09/09 – 11/12 
 -Sai Prasad Boddu, 09/09 – 11/10 
 
University of Mississippi, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University, Mississippi 
 
 -Brian W. Hopkins, 01/03 – 04/06 
 -Emily Rowland, 12/04 – 05/05 
 -Lingzhi Sun, 4/08 – 5/10 
 -Rajesh Kota, 11/08 – 1/12 
 -Christopher Fox, 3/16 – 12/16  
 
University of Mississippi, Department of Psychology, University, Mississippi 
 
 -Jason E. Warnick, 8/03 – 05/07 
 -Matthew Feltenstein, 12/03 – 8/04 
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Master of Science 
 
University of Mississippi, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University, Mississippi 
 
 -Tiffany D. Clark, 4/08 – 6/08 
 -Zarana Chauhan, 4/13 – 7/13 
 
University of Mississippi, Department of Pharmacology, University, Mississippi 
 -Nidhi Kaushal, 11/07 – 3/08 
 -James Fishback, 11/07 – 8/08 
 
University of Mississippi Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honor’s College Senior Thesis 
 
 -Morgan Davis, 10/14 – 12/14 
 -Lindsay Wencel, 12/14 – 4/15 
 -John Fitzpatrick, 12/14 – 4/15 
 -John Franklin, 12/14 – 4/15  
 -Kelsey Pettus, 2/16 – 5/16  
 -Ashley Noblin, 1/16 – 4/16 
 
Research Supervisor 
 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Gainesville, Florida 
 
 Fulbright Scholar  
 

- Dr. Mohammed A. Helal, University of Science and Technology, Zewail City,  
 Egypt, 5/18 – 8/18 
- Dr. Ahmed Awad Zaki Bayumi, Faculty of Pharmacy, Mansoura University,  

Mansoura, Egypt, 9/22 – 8/23 
- Dr. Amer Tarawneh, Tafila Technical University, Tafila, Jordan, 1/23 – 10/23 

 
Research Assistant Professor 
 

- Dr. Juan Francisco Leon Oyola, 5/19 – 8/20 
- Dr. Abhisheak Sharma, 3/19 – 11/22 

 
Assistant Scientist 

 
  - Dr. Juan Francisco Leon Oyola, 6/17 – 5/19  
  - Dr. Marco Mottinelli, 4/20 – 4/22 
  - Dr. Samuel Obeng, 12/21 – 6/22  

- Dr. Sampa Gupta, 6/22 – present 
- Dr. Siva Rama Raju Kanumuri, 1/22 – present  
- Dr. Sushobhan Mukhopadhyay, 7/22 – present  
- Dr. Maria Aparecida Seabra, 11/23 – present  

 
 Chemist III 
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- Mr. Birk Sutton Shaikoski, 8/21 – 8/23  
- Mr. Yanni Panayioti Moraites, 9/21 – 8/22 
- Mr. Nicholas Guadagnoli, 7/23 – present 

 
 Biological Scientist I 
 
  -Dr. Maria Aparecida Seabra, 5/22 – 11/23  
 

Postdoctoral Fellow 
 

- Dr. Marco Mottinelli, 1/17 – 3/20  
- Dr. Sebastiano Intagliata, 1/17 – 7/19 
- Dr. Shyam Harishchandra Kamble, 3/19 – 7/21 
- Dr. Siva Rama Raju Kanumuri, 6/19 – 12/21 
- Dr. Sampa Gupta, 2/20 – 6/22 
- Dr. Sushobhan Mukhopadhyay, 2021 – 6/22  
- Dr. Katarzyna (Kasia) Szczepanska, 9/22 –11/22  
- Dr. Ahmed Awad Zaki Bayumi, 8/23 – present  

 
 Ph.D. Candidate 
 

-Kareem Galal, 1/17 – 5/20 
-John Fortner, 1/17 – 3/21 (switched to MS) 
-Morgan Crowley, 1/17 – 7/22 
-Heba Agha, 5/17 – 3/21 
-Sarah Mallory Burns, 8/18 – 7/23 
-Tamara King, 3/19 – 5/20 
-Erin Berthold, 3/19 – 7/22  
-Michelle Kuntz, 8/20 – present  
-Alexandria Senetra, 8/20 – present  
-Shelby Green, 7/21 – present  
-Yi-Hua Chiang, 3/22 – present  

 
Visiting Graduate students (Ph.D. Candidates) 
 

  -Nelson Chear Jeng Yeou, 1/18 – 7/18 (Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang,    
 Malaysia) 
- Nelson Chear Jeng Yeou, 11/21 – 7/22 (Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang,    
 Malaysia) 
-Chiew Sengnon, 4/23 – present (Prince of Songkla University, Thailand) 

  
 Visiting Graduate students (M.S. Candidates) 
 

-Gerrit (Guido) Remko Huisman, 12/21 – Present (Maastricht University, The 
Netherlands) 
 

Undergraduate students 
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-Jonah Harrington, 5/17 – 5/20 (UF, COP) 
-Andrew Viegas, 5/18 – 5/20 (UF, COP) 
-Paula Paseiro-Nunez, 5/18 – 9/18 (FSU, SURF student) 
-Hannah Malin Neumann, 5/19 (Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany) 
-Katharina Meyer, 5/19 – 10/19 (Germany) 
-Grant M. Zwolinski, 1/19 – 5/22 (UF, COP) 
-Nicholas Guadagnoli, 8/21 – 7/23 (UF, Chemistry) 
-Daniel Kohl, 5/22 – 7/22 (Creighton University, SOP) 
-Lauren R. Rozic, 5/22 – 7/23 (UF, Chemistry graduate 5/22) 
 

University of Mississippi, School of Pharmacy, University, Mississippi. 
  

Research Scientist 
  

-Dr. Christophe Mesangeau, 9/07 – 7/12 
-Dr. Juan Francisco Leon, 7/16 – 5/17 
 

Postdoctoral Fellow 
 

-Dr. Surya Vangapandu, 9/02 – 11/04 
-Dr. Marcelo J. Nieto, 10/02 – 9/06 
-Dr. Gweneal Cheve, 2/04 – 5/06 
-Dr. Christophe Mesangeau, 10/04 – 08/07 
-Dr. Jianmei Cui, 11/06 – 2/09 
-Dr. Basile Peres, 9/07 – 1/09 
-Dr. Anthony Comeau, 6/13 – 10/13 
-Dr. Coco Nankwa Kapanda, 2/14 – 12/15 
-Dr. Marco Mottinelli, 2/15 – 1/17  
-Dr. Sebastiano Intagliata, 5/16 – 1/17  

 
Research & Development Biologist 
 
 -Ms. Lisa Leona Wilson, 1/13 – 12/16 
 
Ph.D. Candidate 
 

-Ashok E. Philip, 10/01 – 8/06  
-Nidhi Singh, 12/02 – 5/07 
-Neha Vyas, 12/02 – 4/07 
-Mark Jaggers, 12/02 – 6/03 (left program) 
-Jessica E. Adkins, 5/04 – 10/08 
-Marco Arribas, 12/04 – 11/10 
-Tammy L. Nolan, 12/04 – 1/10 
-Sanju Narayanan, 12/04 – 2/09 
-Velvet B. Journigan, 10/05 – 4/10 
-Edward B. Furr, 10/06 – 07/13 (left program) 
-Rohit Bhat, 10/06 – 11/11 
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-David E. Watson, 12/07 – 11/13 
-Jessica V. Mankus, 12/07 – 11/12 
-Walid Alsharif, 3/10 – 12/15  
-Kelsey G. Luecke McPherson, 08/13 – 04/18  
-Lisa L. Wilson, 1/14 – 4/17 (switched to Dr. Jay McLaughlin at UF) 
-Kareem Galal, 1/15 – 12/16 (Transferred to University of Florida with me) 
-John Fortner, 8/15 – 12/16 (Transferred to University of Florida with me) 
-Heba Agha, 8/15 – 5/17 (Transferred to University of Florida with me) 
-Morgan Crowley, 8/16 – 12/16 (Transferred to University of Florida with me) 

 
M.S. Candidate 

 
-Shivangi Awasthi, 8/11 – 11/13 

 
Visiting Graduate students (Ph.D. Candidates) 

   
  -Nicola Fazio, 7/07 – 4/08 (University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy) 
  -Ahmed Hassan Abdelazeem, 8/08 – 10/10 (Beni-Sueif University, Egypt) 
  -Natalia Valadares de Moraes, 8/08 – 12/08 (University of São Paulo, Brazil) 
  -Emanuele Amata, 1/09 – 5/09 (University of Catania, Italy) 
  -Sebastiano Intagliata, 7/15 – 9/15 (University of Catania, Italy) 
 

Undergraduate students 
 
 -Bryan Miller, 6/03 
 -Azadeh Mirbagheri, (Belgium) 7/03 
 -Alexia Jadot, (Belgium) 7/03 
 -Stephen S. Scully, 5/04 – 7/05 
 -Julie Reuther, 9/04 – 12/04 
 -Jameika Stuckey, 4/05 – 5/06 
 -Adel Elsohly, 5/05 – 8/07 
 -Grant Smith, 5/05 – 5/06 
 -Leigh Ann Tadlock, 9/05 – 5/06 
 -Jennnifer Nobles, 9/05 – 5/06 
 -Rachel Camburn, 1/06 – 5/06 
 -Ashley Stubblefield, 7/06 – 5/07 
 -Neil White, (Princeton University) 6/06 – 8/06, 7/07 – 8/07 
 -Jean Francois Denef, (Belgium) 7/06 – 8/06 
 -Joffory Mulongo, (Belgium) 7/06 – 8/06 
 -Bilal Souilem, (Belgium) 7/06 – 8/06 
 -Natalia Valadares de Moraes, (Brazil) 8/06 – 11/06 
 -Andrew Whitaker, 9/06 – 5/07 
 -Andrea Malone Green, 12/06 – 5/08 
 -Ronald Kim, 7/07 – 9/07 
 -Nihed Draoui, (Belgium) 7/07 – 08/07 
 -Olayinka Fasanya, (Belgium) 7/07 – 08/07 
 -Sabrina Montante, (Belgium) 7/07 – 08/07 
 -Sarah E. Clark, 12/07 – 5/09 
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 -Jessica Hall, 6/08 – 7/08 
 -Florian Langer, (Belgium) 7/08 
 -Yang Song, 7/09 – 8/10 
 -Jonathan Shih, 2/11 – 5/13 

  -Jessie J. Xie, 6/10 – 5/13 
  -Florian Thinard, (Belgium) 7/12 
  -Chad Burch, 9/12 – 5/16 
  -John Yi, 3/13 – 8/16 
  -May Ly, 3/13 – 4/15  
  -Neal Tisher, 6/13 – 7/13  
  -Jason Teng, 1/14 – 4/15   
  -Jennifer Miller, 3/14 – 4/16 
  -Jacqueline Morris, 6/14 – 5/17  
  -Ethan Collier, 6/14 – 7/14  
  -Mary “Caroline” Morris, 6/14 – 7/14 
  -Morgan Crowley, 6/15 – 7/15 
  -Jamie Stone, 6/15 – 5/17  
  -Garrett Rogers, 6/16 – 9/16  
  -Jonah Harrington, 8/16 – 12/16 
 

High School students 
 

 -Neil White, 6/04 – 7/04 (Oxford High School, Oxford, MS) 
 -Andrew Mullen, 6/10 – 7/11 (Oxford High School, Oxford, MS) 
 -Taide Ding, 7/10 – 8/13 (Oxford High School, Oxford, MS) 
 

University of Minnesota, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Minneapolis, MN. 
 M.S. Candidate 
 
  -Amol Kulkarni, 9/99 – 7/01 
 
University of Georgia, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Athens, GA. 

Summer Undergraduate Intern 
 
 -Reagan Miller, 6/97 – 8/97 
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University of Florida PharmD Student Advisor 
08/21 – Present  Annie Alexis, Madiha Ali, Tanner Beachy, Alyssa Mickler, Juan Ramos-

Perez 
 
University of Florida Preceptor for Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience (APPE) 
 
08/18 – 08/18 Mallory Pullman, University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy 
 
University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy Professional Development Advising Team  
 
08/14 – 12/16  Philip Kelly, Rachel Lee, May Ly, Jim Still, Jessica Thornsburg, Lily Van, 

Payton Brown, Lauryn Easterling, MacKenzie Lewis 
08/13 – 12/16  Emily Buckley, Jordan Michaels, Colleen Riley, Jessica Ruiz, Andrew Smelser, 

Stephanie Sollis, Blake Williams 
 
Pharmacy Undergraduate Student Faculty Mentor 
 
Fall 2006 formal mentoring program ended by School of Pharmacy 
 
08/05 – 08/06 Stephanie Davis, Samuel King, Wesley Pierce, Janelle Austrom, Lauren 

Courtney, Jay Gulley, Bailey Melton, Sally Putt, Andrea Rowling, Bart Smith, 
Makena Swanson, Jennifer Chadwick, Erin Clark, Lara Garrard, Holly Massey, 
Haley Peel, May Shackelford, Laura Summerford 

08/04 – 05/05  Sally Putt, Andrea Rolwing, Laura Carpenter, Holly Massey, May Shackelford, 
Lara Youngblood, Stephen Scully. 

08/03 – 05/05 Sheila Gilliland, Jennifer Hutchinson, Kimberly Mann Dorrah, Patrick Obriant, 
Ryan Sewell, Melissa Williams Greene, Matt Windham, Haley Peel. 

08/02 – 05/04 Ann Magee, Amanda Massengill, Carolyn McClure, Megan McGinnis, Marin 
Myers, Brandi Wise.  

08/02 – 05/03 Suvapun Bunniran, Jennifer Cameron, Troy Hudson, Debralee Jefcoat, Tywanda 
Jefferson, Haley Phelps, Stephen Poole. 
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SCIENTIFIC/PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
Scientific Associations 
 
American Chemical Society, Member, 1994 – present 
 Medicinal Chemistry Division Member, 1994 – present 
 Ole Miss Local Section Member, 2001 – present 
  Secretary 2004 – 2005 
 Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, Editorial Advisory Board Member, 2011 – present 
 3rd Portoghese Lectureship Selection Committee, 2011 – 2012 (JMC EAB  representative)  
 5th Portoghese Lectureship Selection Committee, 2013 – 2014 (JMC EAB  representative)  
 6th Portoghese Lectureship Selection Committee, 2015 (JMC EAB representative) 
 ACS Pharmacology & Translational Science, Editorial Advisory Board Member, 2020 –   
  present  
American Association for the Advancement of Science, Member, 2001 – 2007 
American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Member, 1996 – present 
 National Biotechnology Conference Planning Committee, 2003 – 2004  
 Vice-Chair, Drug Design and Discovery (DDD) Section, 2005 – 2006 
 Chair-Elect, Drug Design and Discovery (DDD) Section, 2006 – 2007 
 Chair Drug, Design and Discovery (DDD) Section, 2007 – 2009 
 Past-Chair, Drug Design and Discovery (DDD) Section, 2009 – 2010 
 Chair-Elect, AAPS Publications Committee, 2010 – 2011 
 Chair, AAPS Publications Committee, 2011 – 2012 
 Past-Chair, AAPS Publications Committee, 2012 – 2013  
 Co-Chair, 2012 AAPS Annual Meeting Planning Committee, 2011 – 2012 
 Chair, 2013 AAPS Annual Meeting Planning Committee, 2012 – 2013 
 Past-Chair, 2014 AAPS Annual Meeting Planning Committee, 2013 – 2014 
 Member-At-Large, Executive Council, AAPS, 2013 – 2016  
 Fellow, 2014 
 Voting Delegate to the United States Pharmacopeial Convention, 2015 – present  
 President-Elect, Executive Council, AAPS, 2016 – 2017 
 President, Board of Directors, AAPS, 2017 – 2018 
 Immediate Past President, Board of Directors, AAPS, 2018-2019 
 Past President, Board of Directors, AAPS, 2019 – 2020  
International Narcotics Research, Member, 2002 – present 
 Organizing Committee Member, 2012 meeting, Kansas City, MO 
Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society, Member, 1997 – present 
 Ole Miss Local Section  

President-Elect, 2006 – 2008 
President, 2008 – 2010 

Society for Neuroscience, Member, 2003 – 2009 
American Society of Pharmacognosy, Member, 2007 – 2014 
United States Pharmacopeial Convention, Member, 2015 – present  
International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP), 2015 – 2020  
 Co-Chair, Drug Design and Discovery Special Interest Group, 2015 – 2019  
International Cannabinoid Research Society, Member, 2016 – 2017  
United States Association for the Study of Pain (USASP), Member, 2020 – 2021 
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Professional Pharmacy Associations 
 
National 
 

American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, Member 1998 – present  
 -Academic Leadership Fellow, 2005 – 2006 
 -Council of Faculties Nominations Committee, 2012 
American Pharmaceutical Association, Member. 1994 – 1995 
Phi Delta Chi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Member, 1989 – present 

  -National Executive Committee Member, 1992 – 1993 
  -Mid-West Regional Correspondent, 1992 – 1993 
 
State 
 

Mississippi Pharmacists Association, 2007 – 2016 
Minnesota Pharmacists Association, 1998 – 2000 
Georgia Pharmacy Association, 1994 – 1998 
Ohio Pharmacists Association, 1991 – 1994 
 

Local 
 

Phi Delta Chi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Alpha Upsilon Chapter, Ohio Northern 
University, Ada, OH 

-Chapter President, 1991 – 1992 
-Chapter Correspondent, 1990 – 1991 
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AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
Inaugural Ronald F. Borne Endowed Distinguished Lecturer, University of Mississippi, School  

of Pharmacy, 2023 
Distinguished Alumnus of the Year, University of Georgia, College of Pharmacy, 2022 
Media Excellence Award, University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, 2022 
Commencement Speaker, University of Georgia, College of Pharmacy, 2022 
Frank A. Duckworth Eminent Scholar Chair in Drug Research and Development, 2022 – present  
Fellow, Southeastern Conference Academic Consortium’s Academic Leadership Development  
 Program (SECU/ALDP), 2019-2020 
Fellow, University of Florida Advanced Leadership for Academics and Professionals, 2019-2020 
Outstanding Teaching Team Year 3, University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, 2019 
Media Excellence Award, University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, 2018 
Keynote speaker, Professional Commitment Ceremony, Ohio Northern University Raabe  
 College of Pharmacy, Ada, OH – September 28, 2018. 
Elected President of the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) 2016 –    
 2019 
Member, American Foundation for Pharmaceutical Education, Board of Grants, 2015 – present  
Speaker, TEDxUM (one of ten faculty selected from the University) – October 2015 
Inaugural recipient of AAPS Drug Discovery and Development Interface (DDDI) Section  
 Service Award, 2015 
Member, United States Pharmacopeial Convention, AAPS Voting Delegate, 2015 – present  
Fellow, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS), 2014 
Elected Member-At-Large, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, 2013 – 2016 
The University of Mississippi Faculty Achievement Award, 2010 
Teacher of the Year, PY2 Class, School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, 2010 
Faculty Service Award, School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, 2009 
Dean’s Advisory Committee Distinguished Teaching Scholar, School of Pharmacy, University of  

Mississippi, July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2011 
Faculty Research Award, School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, 2007 
Phi Kappa Phi, 2007 
Teacher of the Year by the third year pharmacy class, University of Mississippi, 2006 
Elected Vice-Chair of Drug Design and Discovery (DDD) section for the American Association  
 of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS), August 2005 – August 2011 
Inaugural Dean’s Advisory Committee Distinguished Teaching Scholar, School of Pharmacy,  
 University of Mississippi, July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2008 
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy Academic Leadership Fellow, 2005 – 2006 
Distinguished Alumnus of the Year, Phi Delta Chi, Alpha Upsilon Chapter, Ohio  

Northern University, Ada, OH, 2005 
Teacher of the Year by third year pharmacy class, University of Mississippi, 2003 
Recipient of AACP New Investigator Award, 2002 
Recipient of Glaxo/Albert B. Prescott Leadership Award, 2002 
Recipient of Training Fellow Award, National Institute on Drug Abuse, University  

of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1998-2001 
Recipient of University of Georgia, Medicinal Chemistry, Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, 1994-1998 
Sigma Xi Research Society, 1998 
Rho Chi Society (Pharmacy honor society), 1997 
Recipient of Allen and Hanburys/Glaxo Pride in Pharmacy Award, 1994 
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Phi Lambda Sigma (Pharmacy leadership honor society), 1992 
Mortar Board, 1992 
Omicron Delta Kappa, 1992 
Phi Delta Chi Outstanding Member of the Year Award, 1992 
Recipient of Ohio Northern University Dean’s Award, academic scholarship, 1989-1993 
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SERVICE AS SCIENTIFIC REFEREE 
 
Invited National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, & Medicine (Ad-Hoc) 
 
1. Chemistry Panel Meeting, Keck Center, Washington DC, November 29-30, 2018.  

 
Invited National Institutes of Health Referee (Ad-Hoc) 
 
1. National Institute on Drug Abuse – PAR-23-076 NIDA Center of Excellence Grant Program 

(P50) and PAR-23-049 NIDA Core “Center of Excellence” Grant Program (P30). February 
26-27, 2024. 

2. National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences – Contract Review on RFP 
75N95023R00020 Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls and Related Services for 
Development of Drug Substances.  November 2-3, 2023. (Chair) 

3. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on RFP 75N95023R000 
Pharmacokinetic and Pharmacodynamic Trials for Medication Development in SUD. April 5, 
2023. (Chair) 

4. National Institute on Drug Abuse – 2023 NIDA Loan Repayment, Special Emphasis Panel 
2023/08 ZDA1 CEM-T (A1) 1, March 10, 2023. 

5. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on RFP 75N95022R00058 Production 
of Cannabis and Related Materials for Research. January 6, 2023. 

6. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel, RFA DA-22-020 (SBIR) and 
RFA DA-22-018 (STTR), Advancing Validated Drug Targets for Substance Use Disorders 
(R41/42/43/R44 – Clinical Trial Not Allowed), 2022/08 ZDA1 GXM-A (02) R, June 28, 
2022.  

7. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on Synthesis and Distribution of Drugs 
of Abuse and Related Compounds, Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 MXS-W (35), May 9, 
2022. (Chair) 

8. National Institute on Drug Abuse – 2022 NIDA Loan Repayment, Special Emphasis Panel 
2022/08 ZDA1 JRB-A (31) 2, April 9, 2022. 

9. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel – PAR 
Panel: CounterACT-Countermeasures Against Chemical Threats: Exploratory applications. 
2022/01 ZRG1 MDCN-B (55) R, October 28-29, 2021. 

10. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on Development & Manufacture of 
Pharmaceutical Products for the Treatment of Substance Abuse Disorders (N01DA-21-8956), 
ZDA1 SXC-G (32), June 25, 2021.  

11. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on In Vitro Metabolism and Non-
clinical ADME Studies (N01DA-21-8957), ZDA1 SKM-D (33), June 15, 2021.  (Chair) 

12. National Institute on Drug Abuse – 2021 NIDA Loan Repayment, Special Emphasis Panel 
2021/08 ZDA1 PXN-F (31) 2, April 16, 2021. 

13. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel – PAR 
Panel: CounterACT-Countermeasures Against Chemical Threats (CounterACT) Research 
Centers of Excellence. 2021/05 ZRG1 MDCN-B (54) R, March 4-5, 2021. 

14. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel – PAR 
Panel: CounterACT-Countermeasures against Chemical Threats. 2021/05 ZRG1 MDCN-B 
(50) R, March 3, 2021 

15. National Institute on Drug Abuse – 2020 NIDA Loan Repayment Program, Special Emphasis 
Panel 2020/08 ZDA1 TXW-S (32) 1, March 31, 2020. 
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16. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel – PAR 
Panel: CounterACT-Countermeasures Against Chemical Threats (CounterACT) Research 
Centers of Excellence. 2020/05 ZRG1 MDCN-B (54) R, March 6, 2020. 

17. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel – PAR 
Panel: CounterACT-Countermeasures against Chemical Threats. 2020/05 ZRG1 MDCN-B 
(50) R, March 5, 2020 

18. National Institutes of Health National Center for Complementary & Integrative Health 
(NCCIH) – Technology Products for Natural Products Research (U24), Natural Products 
NMR Open Data Exchange (NP-NODE) Special Emphasis Panel 2020/01 ZAT1 AJT (17) R,  
January 6, 2020. 

19. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel – PAR18-
721: Counter Act Exploratory Grants. 2020/21 ZRG1 MDCN-B (55) R, September 27, 2019. 

20. National Institute on Drug Abuse – 2019 Contract Proposal Review, Special Emphasis Panel 
N01DA-19-8950 “Analytical Chemistry and Stability Testing of Treatment Drugs for 
Substance Use Disorders”. May 21, 2019. 

21. National Institute on Drug Abuse – 2019 NIDA Loan Repayment, Special Emphasis Panel 
2019/08 ZDA1 LXF-L (31) S, April 8, 2019. 

22. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Special Emphasis Panel RFA AI-17-
042, Centers of Excellence for Translational Research (CETR) (U19), 2019/01 ZAI1 LG-M 
(J2) 1, October 11-12, 2018. 

23. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Special Emphasis Panel RFA AI-17-
042, Centers of Excellence for Translational Research (CETR) (U19), 2019/01 ZAI1 LG-M 
(J1) 1, September 27-28, 2018. 

24. National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke – PAR15-315: CounterACT 
Exploratory Grants. 2018/08 ZRG1 MDCN-B (55) R, June 21, 2018. 

25. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Cutting-Edge Basic Research Awards (CEBRA) (R21) 
Program 2018/05 ZDA1 SXM-M (16) S, March 21, 2018. 

26. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel 2018/08 ZDA1 LXF-L (31) S, 
March 20, 2018. 

27. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Cutting-Edge Basic Research Awards (CEBRA) (R21) 
Program 2018/01 ZDA1 SXT-P (06) S, November 29, 2017. (served as co-chair) 

28. National Institutes of Health – Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel 2017/10 
ZRG1 BCMB-W (50) R, PAR Panel: Chemical Discovery for Substance Use Disorders.  July 
12, 2017. 

29. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Cutting-Edge Basic Research Awards (CEBRA) Program 
(R21) 2017/05 ZDA1 GXM-A (13) S, March 27, 2017. 

30. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel 2017/08 ZDA1 LXF-L (31) S, 
March 26, 2017. 

31. National Institute on Drug Abuse – PAR panel: Chemical Discovery for Substance Use 
Disorders 2017/05 ZRG1 BCMB-U (50) R, March 7, 2017. 

32. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on Non-clinical ADME Studies 
(N01DA-16-8931), July 13, 2016.  

33. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Discovery/Development of Novel 
Therapeutics for Eukaryotic Pathogens R21/R33 2016/10 ZAI1 LR-M (S1) 1, May 10-12, 
2016. 

34. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel 2016/08 ZDA1 LXF-L (31) S, 
March 15, 2016. 
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35. National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health – Clinical Research on Natural 
Products (R21 and R33) Special Emphasis Panel 2016/01 ZAT1 SM (38) S, November 4, 
2015. 

36. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel 2015/08 ZDA1 LXF-L (31) S, 
April 5, 2015. 

37. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Cutting-Edge Basic Research Awards (CEBRA) Program 
2015/05 ZDA1 JXR-G (10) S, April 2, 2015. 

38. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Development of Novel Therapeutics 
for Select Pathogens (R21/R33), Gram-Negative Therapeutics (ZAI1-LR-M-M1), March 11-
13, 2015. 

39. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Development of Novel Therapeutics 
for Select Pathogens (R21/R33), Influenza Therapeutics (ZAI1-LR-M-M2), March 9-10, 
2015. 

40. National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine – Special Emphasis Panel U41 
Centers for Advancing Natural Products Innovation and Technology Centers (CANPIT), 
ZAT1 SM (35), December 19, 2014. 

41. National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine – Special Emphasis Panel P50 
Botanical Dietary Supplement Research Centers (BDSRC), ZAT1 SM (34) P, December 17-
18, 2014. 

42. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel Contract Review on GMP 
Synthesis of Bulk Drug Substances (N01DA-15-8915), August 28, 2014. 

43. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel 2014/08 ZDA1 LXF-L (36) 1, 
March 30, 2014. 

44. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Cutting-Edge Basic Research Awards (CEBRA) Program 
2014/05 ZDA1 GXM-A (09) S, March 19, 2014. 

45. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on Non-clinical ADME Studies 
(N01DA-14-8916), March 11, 2014.  

46. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Center of Excellence for Translational 
Research (Teleconference) 2014/01 ZAI1 LR-M (J1) 1, September 17-19, 2013. 

47. National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) – NCATS Preclinical Drug 
Development Review Group 2013/05 ZTR1 DPI-8 (01) TRND – 4.  March 20-21, 2013. 

48. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel 2013/08 ZDA1 LXF-L (01) 1, 
March 18, 2013. 

49. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 LXF-L (01) 1, March 5, 
2012. 

50. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 JXR-D (09) 1. RFA 12-
005 Medications Development Program Projects for Substance-Related Disorders (P01), 
October 18-19, 2011. 

51. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 JXR-D (06). RFA 12-001 
New Molecular Entities to Treat Substance Use Disorders, May 24, 2011. 

52. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 LXF-L (01), March 22, 
2011. 

53. National Institute of Mental Health – National Cooperative Drug Discovery sand 
Development Groups (NCDDDG) Special Emphasis Panel ZMH1 ERB-C (04), March 10, 
2011. 

54. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review – Drug Discovery Special 
Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2011/01 ZRG1 MDCN-B (91) S, November 9-10, 
2010. 
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55. National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases – Cystic Fibrosis Research 
and Translational Core Centers ZDK1 GRB-W (M2).  April 7-8, 2010. 

56. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 LXF-L (01), March 21, 
2010. 

57. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Member Conflict: Drug Discovery Panel ZRG1 MDCN-
B (02), March 9-10, 2010. 

58. National Institute of Mental Health – National Cooperative Drug Discovery sand 
Development Groups (NCDDDG) Special Emphasis Panel ZMH1 ERB-C (03), March 1, 
2010. 

59. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Special Emphasis Panel ZAI1 LR-M 
(M1) – Partnerships for Development of Therapeutics and Diagnostics for Drug-Resistant 
Bacteria and Eukaryotic Parasites (R01 and R43/44), January 26-27, 2010. 

60. National Institute on Drug Abuse – SBIR contract review Panel RFC No. N43DA-10-7774 – 
Rapid and sensitive method for the determination of Nicotine and its metabolites in 
biological fluids, January 12-14, 2010. 

61. National Institute on Drug Abuse – SBIR contract review panel RFC No. N43DA-10-2218 – 
New Technologies:  Integrating Data From Prescription Monitoring Program(s) to Current 
Clinical Practice, December 16, 2009. 

62. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review – Drug Discovery for 
Neurodegenerative Diseases Special Emphasis Panel ZRG1 MDCN-B (91) S, November 3-4, 
2009. 

63. National Institutes of Health Chemical and Bioanalytical Sciences Fellowship Study Section 
(F04A), June 18-19, 2009. 

64. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on GMP Synthesis of Bulk Drug 
Substances (N01DA-9-8881), May 13, 2009. 

65. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 LXF-L (01), March 30, 
2009. 

66. National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Review – Drug Discovery for 
Neurodegenerative Diseases Special Emphasis Panel ZRG1 MDCN-B (91), February 19-20, 
2009. 

67. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on Non-clinical ADME Studies 
(N01DA-9-8883), December 11, 2008. 

68. National Institute on Drug Abuse – Contract Review on the quantification of drugs of abuse 
and related substances in biological specimens (N01DA-9-7767), August 6, 2008. 

69. National Institutes of Health Chemical and Bioanalytical Sciences Fellowship Study Section 
(F04A) ZRG1 F04A-T (20) L, June 26, 2008. 

70. National Institute for Research Resources – Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA) 
Special Emphasis Panel ZRR1 SEPA-9 01, March 2007. 

71. National Institute for Research Resources – Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA) 
Special Emphasis Panel ZRR1 SEPA-9 01, March 2006. 

72. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease – Special Emphasis Panel ZAI-1-LR-M-
M1, January/February 2006. 

73. National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases – Special Emphasis Panel 
ZDK1 GRB-6 (M1), April 19, 2005. 

74. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease-sponsored RFA, 2004. 
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Invited Department of Defense (DoD) Referee 
 
1. FY20 Chronic Pain Management Research Program (CPMRP) Investigator-Initiated 

Research Award (IIRA) – January 6-7, 2021 (contact Mamta Naidu 
Mamta.Naidu@gdit.com) 

 
Invited Austrian Science Fund (FWF) Referee 
 
Translational Research Programme (TRP) – November 27, 2009 (contact Silvia Spitzer 

Silvia.Spitzer@fwf.ac.at) 
 
Invited Neurological Foundation of New Zealand Referee 
 
Neurological Foundation Peer Review – October 25, 2012 (contact Douglas Ormrod 

douglas.ormrod@neurological.org.nz) 
 
Neurological Foundation Peer Review – May 17, 2012 (contact Douglas Ormrod 

douglas.ormrod@neurological.org.nz) 
 
 
Invited National Research Foundation of South Africa 
 
Research and Innovation Support and Advancement Peer Review – October 3, 2012 (contact 

Nosisa Dube nosisa.dube@nrf.ac.za) 
 
Invited San Antonio Partnership for Precision Therapeutics 
 
Pilot Grant Proposal Peer Review – November 8, 2019 (contact Liz Tullis ltullis@txbiomed.org)  
Pilot Grant Proposal Peer Review – October 26, 2020 (contact Liz Tullis ltullis@txbiomed.org)  
Pilot Grant Proposal Peer Review – July, 2021 (contact Liz Tullis ltullis@txbiomed.org)  
 
Invited Hetzier Foundation for Addiction Research (https://hetzler-stiftung.de/)  
 
Pilot Grant Proposal Peer Review – February 25, 2022 (contact Tilo Grosser tilo.grosser@uni-
bielefeld.de) 
 
Invited National Science Centre, Poland (http://www.ncn.gov.pl) 
 
Funding scheme: OPUS-23; Panel: NZ7 (Diagnostic tools, therapies and public health) – 
October 5, 2022 (contact Monika Pobiega monika.pobiega@ncn.gov.pl) 
 
Invited Journal Referee 
 
Medicinal Chemistry Research 1998 – present 
Expert Opinion on Therapeutic Patents, 1998 
Journal of Medicinal Chemistry 1999 – present 
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Biopolymers (Peptide Science), 2003 – present 
Current Medicinal Chemistry, 2003 – present 
Journal of Natural Products, 2003 – present 
Bioorganic & Medicinal Chemistry Letters, 2004 – present 
Molecules, 2004 – present 
Neurochemical Research, 2004 – present 
Journal of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2004 – present 
Current Topics in Medicinal Chemistry, 2004 – present 
Synapse, 2005 – present 
Life Sciences, 2005 – present 
Peptides, 2005 – present 
Organic Letters, 2005 – present 
Journal of Combinatorial Chemistry, 2005 – present 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, USA, 2005 – present 
Letters in Organic Chemistry, 2006 
Chimica Oggi (Chemistry Today), 2006 
Journal of Pharmacy and Pharmacology, 2006 
Combinatorial Chemistry and High Throughput Screening, 2006 
American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, 2006 – present 
Tetrahedron, 2007 – present 
Archiv der Pharmazie, 2007 – present 
Chemical Reviews, 2007 – present 
Tetrahedron Letters, 2007 – present 
Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics, 2007 – present 
The Open Medicinal Chemistry Journal, 2008 – present 
Current Bioactive Compounds, 2008 – present 
Pharmacology, Biochemistry and Behavior, 2008 – present 
Journal of Computer Information and Modeling, 2008 – present 
British Journal of Pharmacology, 2008 – present 
Bioorganic Medicinal Chemistry, 2008 – present 
Molecular Pharmaceutics, 2008 – present 
Journal of the American Chemical Society, 2008 – present 
Neuropsychopharmacology, 2008 – present 
Synthesis, 2008 – present 
Future Medicinal Chemistry, 2009 – present 
Protein and Peptide Letters, 2009 – present 
Journal of Computer-Aided Molecular Design, 2009 – present 
Journal of Molecular Graphics and Modeling, 2009 – present 
BMC Research Notes, 2009 – present 
Neuroscience Letters, 2009 – present 
ACS Chemical Neuroscience, 2009 – present  
Journal of Structural Biology, 2009 – 2010  
ACS Medicinal Chemistry Letters, 2010 – present  
Current Pharmaceutical Design, 2010 – present  
ACS Combinatorial Science, 2010 – present  
The Journal of Physical Chemistry, 2011 – present 
Journal of Antibiotics, 2011 
European Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 2011 – present  
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E-Journal of Chemistry, 2012 
Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews, 2012 
PLOS ONE, 2012 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2014 
Forensic Science International, 2014 
Zeitschrift für Naturforschung C, 2014 
ChemMedChem, 2015 – present  
Journal of Ethnopharmacology, 2018 – present 
Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 2019 – present  
Scientific Reports, 2020 
ACS Omega, 2020 
AAPS Journal, 2020 – present  
Human Psychopharmacology: Clinical and Experimental, 2020 
Nature Communications, 2021 
ACS Pharmacology & Translational Sciences, 2022 – present  
Addiction Neuroscience, 2022 
 
Editorial Appointments 
New Trends Editor, Medicinal Chemistry Research, Springer, 2002 – 2010 
Senior Editorial Board, Molecular Conceptor, Synergix, Ltd., 2005 – Present 
Editorial Advisory Board, Current Topics in Medicinal Chemistry, Bentham, 2006 – 2009 
Editorial Board, Pharmacologyonline, 2006 – Present 
Editorial Board, Perspectives in Medicinal Chemsitry, Libertas Academica, 2007 – Present 
Editorial Board, The Open Medicinal Chemistry, Bentham, 2007 – 2017 
Editorial Board, The Open Enzyme Inhibition Journal, Bentham, 2008 – 2011 
Editorial Board, Current Bioactive Compounds, Bentham, 2008 – 2015 
Editorial Board, Future Medicinal Chemistry, Future Science Group, 2008 – Present 
Senior Editor, Medicinal Chemistry Research, Springer, 2011 – 2019  
Editorial Advisory Board, Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, ACS Publications, 2011 – Present  
Guest Editor, Current Topics in Medicinal Chemistry, Bentham, 2011 
Editorial Board, World Journal of Pharmacology, Baishideng Publishing Group, 2011 – Present 
Associate Editor (Ad Hoc), AAPS PharmSci Tech, AAPS Publishing, 2011 
Editorial Advisory Board, Letters in Drug Design and Discovery, Bentham, 2012 – 2015 
Editorial Board, Scientifica Pharmaceutics, Hindawi Publishing Corporation, 2012 – 2017 
Editorial Board of Referees, Arkivoc Journal, http://www.arkat-usa.org, 2012 – Present 
Editor-In-Chief (Ad Hoc), AAPS PharmSci Tech, AAPS Publishing, 2012 
Review Editor, Frontiers in Neuroscience, 2015 – Present  
Editorial Advisory Board, AAPS Open, SpringerNature, 2019 – Present 
Editorial Advisory Board, ACS Pharmacology & Translational Sciences, 2020 – Present  
 
Expert Witness Legal Consultancy 
 
09/2007 – 03/2008 Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox, Washington, DC  
11/2012 – 4/2013 Kramer, Levin, Naftalis, & Frankel LLP, New York, NY  
03/2014 – present  IMS Expert Services, Pensacola, FL  
03/2014 – 09/2015  Dechert LLP, Silicon Valley, CA  
03/2014 – present  Palm Beach Law, PLLC, Delray Beach, FL  
11/2017 – present Swope, Rodante, P.A., Tampa, FL 
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10/2019 – 11/2019 Office of the Ohio Public Defender, Columbus, OH 
06/2021 – 12/2021 Office of the Federal Public Defender, District of Nevada, Las Vegas, NV 
10/2021 – present  AbbVie Inc.  
04/2023 – present Goodwin Procter LLP, Santa Monica, CA 
06/2023 – present JohnC. Mallios & Associates, Waxahachie, TX 
 
Scientific Consultancy 
 
12/2011 West Virginia University, School of Pharmacy 
06/2017 – present United States Food and Drug Administration (US FDA), Drug Safety and 

Risk Management (DSaRM) Advisory Committee  
11/2021 – present Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Forbes & Manhattan, Inc. 
12/2021 – present Director of Medical Innovation, Novium Wellness 
04/2023 – present Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Nuka Enterprises, LLC 
 
PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
Professional Service 
International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) 
            Co-chair, Drug Design and Discovery Special Interest Group, 2015 – 2019 
Sigma Xi, Ole Miss Chapter 

President Elect, 2006 – 2008 
President, 2008 – 2010 

Pharmacy Leadership and Education Institute, Glaxo/Smith Kline Albert Prescott Award 
            selection committee, 2002 – 2006 
American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS), Drug Design and Discovery Section  

(formerly Medicinal and Natural Products Section), 1997 – 2017 
National Biotechnology Conference Planning Committee, 2003 – 2004 
Vice-Chair, DDD section, 2005 – 2006 
Chair-Elect, DDD section, 2006 – 2007 
Annual Meeting Planning Committee, 2006 – 2007 
Chair, DDD section, 2007 – 2009 
Nominations committee, 2007 – 2009 
Past-Chair, DDD Section 2009 – 2010 
Program Coordination Committee, 2019 – 2010 

AAPS D3I committee/focus group, 2008 – present 
American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) Publications Committee 
            Chair-Elect, 2010 – 2011 
            Chair, 2011 – 2012 
            Past Chair, 2012 – 2013 
American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) Annual Meeting Planning 
            Committee 
            Drug Design and Discovery (DDD) Section representative, 2006 – 2007 
            Co-Chair, 2011 – 2012 
            Chair, 2012 – 2013 
            Past Chair, 2013 – 2014 
American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) National Biotechnology Conference 
            Planning Committee, DDD Section representative, 2003 – 2004 
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American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) Executive Council 
            Member-At-Large, 2013 – 2016  
            President-Elect, 2016 – 2017 
            President, 2017 – 2018  
            Immediate Past-President, 2018-2019 
American Chemical Society Local Ole Miss Section Secretary, 2003 – 2004 
 
UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION, COMMITTEES AND SERVICE 
 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Gainesville, Florida 
Faculty Governance Council, 2023 – present (ex-officio) 
Associate Dean for Faculty Development, 2023 – present  
Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 2020 – present  
Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2019 – present (Chair, 2020 – 2023, ex-officio 2023 - 
present) 
Curriculum Committee, 2017 – 2019  
Department of Pharmacodynamics Faculty Search Committee, 2017 
Department of Medicinal Chemistry Faculty Search Committee, 2017 
 
University of Mississippi 
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, Faculty Fellow, 2016 
Chancellor’s Standing Committee, University Research Board, School of Pharmacy 
Representative (alternate), 2013 – 2016 
UM Southeastern Conference Faculty Achievement Award Selection Committee, 2012 – 2016  
UM Faculty Achievement Award Selection Committee, 2012 – 2016 
Chancellor's Standing Committee, Academic Freedom and Responsibility, 2011 – 2014 
 Chair, 2013-2014 
Task Force on the UM World Science Festival, 2010 – 2011  
Chancellor’s Standing Committee, Graduate Council, 2009 – 2013 
UM Competes Task Force, School of Pharmacy Representative, 2008 
Sigma Xi, Ole Miss Chapter, President, 2008 – 2010  
Sigma Xi, Ole Miss Chapter, President Elect, 2006 – 2008 
Alcohol Task Force, 2006 – 2007 
Vivarium Task Force, 2005 
Faculty Senate, 2003 – 2005, Chair, University-wide elections committee, 2004 – 2005 
National Center for Natural Products Research Assoc. Director Search Committee, 2003 – 2004 
Faculty Achievement Award Selection Committee, 2002 
Who’s Who selection committee, 2001 – 2003 
Chancellor’s Committee on Health and Safety, Chemical Safety Subcommittee, 2001 – 2004 
 
University of Mississippi, School of Pharmacy 
BioMolecular Sciences, Faculty Search Committee Chair, Neuropharmacology, 2015 – 2016  
BioMolecular Sciences, Faculty Search Committee Member, Medicinal Chemistry, 2015 – 2016 
Dean’s Office, Grants Management Specialist Search Committee, 2014 
BioMolecular Sciences, R & D Scientist Search Committee, 2014 
Dean’s Office, Accountant I Search Committee, 2014 
Promotion/Tenure Track Ad Hoc Committee, Department of BioMolecular Sciences, 2014 
Medicinal Chemistry Faculty Search Committee, 2013  
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Curriculum Committee, 2012 – 2016, Chair, 2014 – 2016  
Joseph Sam Alumni Award Selection Committee, 2011 – 2016 
Research and Graduate Affairs, 2008 – 2014 
Faculty Council, 2008 – 2010 
Continuing Education, Lecture, and Alumni Activities, Vice-Chair, 2007 – 2008 
Curriculum Subcommittee of Strategic Planning Committee, 2006 – 2007 
Faculty Council, Chair, 2006 – 2007 
Medicinal Chemistry Chair Search Committee, 2005 – 2006 
Scholastic Standards Committee, 2005 – 2007 
Pharmacology Faculty Search Committee, 2005 
Mission, Planning, and Assessment Subcommittee, ACPE accreditation team, 2004 – 2006 
Faculty Task Force on Faculty Governance, 2004 – 2005 
Coy Waller Distinguished Lecture Committee, 2004 
Faculty Council, Vice-Chair, 2004 – 2006 
Pharmaceutics Chair Search Committee, 2003 – 2005 
Medicinal Chemistry Faculty Search Committee, 2003 – 2004 
Medicinal Chemistry Faculty Search Committee, 2002 – 2003 
Early-Entry Program Interviewer, 2003 – 2016 
Faculty-Student Affairs Committee, 2001 – 2004 
Honors and Awards Committee, Chair, 2001 – 2003 
Curriculum Committee, 2001 – 2005 
Drug abuse advisory council, and Utah school advisor 2002 – 2016 
 
University of Georgia, College of Pharmacy 
Dean-Graduate Student Relations Committee, 1993 
Graduate Student Representative on Faculty Search Committee, 1991 
Research and Seminar Committee, Student Member, 1991 – 1992 
 
Ohio Northern University 
Student Senate, College of Pharmacy Representative, 1991 – 1993 
 
Ohio Northern University, College of Pharmacy 
Dean Search Committee, Student Representative, 1991 
Pharmacy Council, President, 1991 – 1992 
Drug Abuse Awareness Team, 1991 
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
International Invited Presentations 
 
8/23 McCurdy, C.R.  The Science of Kratom. The 7th Current Drug Development 

International Conference 2023 & 1st World Kratom Congress. The (basic) Science 
of Kratom. Keynote address. Phuket, Thailand. August 23-25, 2023. 

 
02/23 McCurdy, C.R. A Non-Opioid Theranostic Approach to Pain Relief.  Fifth 

International Conference on PharmScience Research & Development. Las Vegas, 
NV. February 21-24, 2023. 

 
9/22 McCurdy, C.R.  Kratom: Ethnopharmacology, Chemistry, and Human Uses. 

International Brain Research Organization (IBRO)-ARPC School on 
Neuroprotective Potential on Medicinal Plants and Phytochemicals in 
Neurodegenerative Disorders. Keynote address. Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi, India. September 12-18, 2022. 

 
5/22 McCurdy, C.R. Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa): Recent Advances in 

Understanding the Chemistry, Pharmacology, and Human Uses.  
Ethnopharmacologic Search for Psychoactive Drugs 55 years of Research 
(ESPD55). St. Giles House, East Dorset, England. May 23-26, 2022. Live 
Streamed on www.espd55.com and Facebook. 

 
10/20 McCurdy, C.R. Understanding Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa): Chemistry, 

Pharmacology, and Therapeutic Potential.  Recent Trends in Neuroscience 
Research, International Webinar Series, Kasturba Medical College, Mangalore, 
Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal, Karnataka, India. October 23, 
2020. 

 
08/20 McCurdy, C.R. Mitragyna speciosa: What Science is Telling us About Kratom.  

American Chemical Society Webinar Series. August 23, 2020.  
 
06/19 McCurdy, C.R.; McMahon, L.R.  Kratom Research at the University of Florida.  

12th Global Gator Symposium. Reims, France. June 28, 2019. 
 
02/19 McCurdy, C.R.  Welcome and introductory remarks, Kratom since we last met. 

2nd International Symposium on Kratom/Ketum.  Orlando, FL, USA. February 8-
10, 2019. 

 
05/18 McCurdy, C.R. Clinical Translation of a Sigma Receptor Antagonist as a 

Diagnostic Agent for Nerve Damage. Fudan University, Shanghai, China. June 2, 
2018. 

 
05/18 McCurdy, C.R. Clinical Translation of a Sigma Receptor Antagonist as a 

Diagnostic Agent for Nerve Damage. INSIGHT 2018, Pharmaceutical Sciences 
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Across Borders 3rd Annual Asia-Pacific Research Symposium. Keynote address. 
China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing, China. May 26-27, 2018. 

 
05/18 McCurdy, C.R. Sigma Receptor Ligands for Treatment and Diagnosis of Pain: 

Translation from Lab to Human Trials. Invited special lecture Kasturba Medical 
College, Mangalore, Manipal, India. May, 22, 2018. 

 
08/17 McCurdy, C.R. Sigma Receptor Ligands: From Discovery to Clinical 

Translation.  1st International Brain Research Organization (IBRO)-ARPC 
Banasthali School of Neuroscience. Keynote address. Banasthali University, 
Jaipur, Rajasthan, India.  August 21-26, 2017. 

 
06/17 McCurdy, C.R.  Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) as a potential therapy for opioid 

dependence. Ethnopharmacologic Search for Psychoactive Drugs II: 50 years of 
Research (1967 – 2017). Tyringham Hall, Buckinghamshire, England. June 6-8, 
2017. Also Live Streamed on Facebook. 

 
04/17 McCurdy, C.R. Potential of ketum for pain treatment and opioid withdrawal 

symptoms in mice.  International Symposium on Ketum. Penang, Malaysia. April 
5-7, 2017. 

 
07/16 McCurdy, C.R.  Sigma receptor antagonists potentiate the analgesic effects of 

cannabinoid receptor agonists.  Hungarian Academy of Sciences.  Budapest, 
Hungary. July 4, 2016. 

 
06/16 McCurdy, C.R.  Sigma receptor blockade potentiates the analgesic effects of 

cannabinoids. 26th Annual Symposium of the International Cannabinoid Research 
Society.  Bukovina, Poland. Oral presentation 21, June 27, 2016.  

 
06/15 McCurdy, C.R.  Sigma receptor antagonists in peripheral pain:  Potential for 

improved diagnosis and pharmacotherapy with significantly reduced CNS 
liabilities.  46th International Narcotics Research Conference (INRC).  Session 2 – 
“Advances in Therapeutic Design”.  Phoenix, AZ.  June 15-19, 2015.   

 
12/11 McCurdy, C.R. The Other Side of the Desk: A Career in Academia.  American 

Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Student-Postdoctoral Outreach and 
Development Webinar presentation (SPOD-4).  December 8, 2011. (archived at 
http://www.aaps.org/webinars) 

 
01/11 McCurdy, C.R. Investigations of Mitragyna speciosa as a potential treatment for 

Opioid Withdrawal Syndrome.  Recent Advances in Pharmaceutical Research. 
Beni-Sueif University.  Beni-Sueif, Egypt.  January 12, 2011.  

 
02/10 McCurdy, C.R. Development of highly selective sigma-2 receptor ligands. 2nd 

International Conference on Drug Design and Discovery, Dubai, United Arab 
Emerites (UAE). February 1-4, 2010 (WITHDREW PARTICIPATION). 

 



Christopher R. McCurdy, Ph.D. - Page 32 

09/09 McCurdy, C.R. Sigma Receptors as Targets for Cocaine and Methamphetamine 
Pharmacotherapies. Universidade of São Paulo, Faculdade de Ciências 
Farmacêuticas de Ribeirão Preto. Ribeirão Preto, Brazil. September 10, 2009. 

 
09/09  McCurdy, C.R.  Characterization of the opioid withdrawal effects of Mitragyna 

speciosa, 7th International Congress of Pharmaceutical Sciences (CIFARP), 
Centro de Convencoes Ribeirão Preto SP Brazil, September 6-9, 2009. 

 
07/09 McCurdy, C.R. Sigma receptors: applications to drug design.  University of 

Bologna Summer School, Bologna, Italy, July 6-10, 2009. 
 
06/09 McCurdy, C.R. Understanding sigma receptor ligand interactions.  71st Annual 

Meeting of The College on Problems of Drug Dependence (CPDD), Reno, NV, 
June 20-25, 2009. 

 
11/08 McCurdy, C.R.  Development of Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands. 2009 

Annual Meeting of the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, 
Atlanta, GA, November 16-20, 2008. 

 
11/08 McCurdy, C.R.  Combining Target-based and Ligand-based Virtual Screening to 

Identify New Leads.  2009 Annual Meeting of the American Association of 
Pharmaceutical Scientists, Atlanta, GA, November 16-20, 2008. 

 
09/08 McCurdy, C.R.  Design and Application of Selective Sigma Ligands. Universite 

Catholique de Louvain, Brussels, Belgium, September 9, 2008. 
 
06/08 McCurdy, C.R.  Discovery of a selective sigma-2 receptor ligand and the 

potential involvement of sigma-2 receptors in cocaine toxicity.  70th Annual 
Meeting of The College on Problems of Drug Dependence (CPDD),  San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, June 14-19, 2008. 

 
02/08       McCurdy, C.R.  Sigma Receptor Ligands as Pharmacotherapy for 

Psychostimulant Abuse. 1st International Conference on Drug Design and 
Discovery, Dubai, United Arab Emerites (UAE). February 4-7, 2008. 

 
07/07 McCurdy, C.R.  Salvinorin A Binding Mode at Kappa Opioid Receptors and 

Reversal of Actions by Kappa Antagonists.  International Narcotics Research 
Conference (INRC), Berlin, Germany, July 8-13, 2007. 

 
06/07 McCurdy, C.R.  New approaches to the treatment of psychostimulant abuse.  

Peking Union Medical College, Chinese Academy of Medical Science, Institute 
of Materia Medica, Beijing, China, June 1, 2007. 

 
04/07 Singh, N.; McCurdy, C.R.  Delineating a powerful virtual screening protocol for 

G-protein coupled receptors:  Application to a selective kappa opioid receptor 
agonist, salvinorin A.  Pharmaceutical Sciences World Congress, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, April 22-25, 2007. 
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06/04               McCurdy, C.R.  Novel templates with affinity for opioid receptors.  Institut de  
Chimie Pharmaceutique Albert Lespagnol, Universite de Lille 2, Lille, France,  
June 10, 2004.   

 
06/04       McCurdy, C.R. Salvinorin A, A Structurally Novel Opioid Lead.  Universite 

Paul Sabatier, Toulouse III, CNRS, Toulouse, France, June 8, 2004. 
 
06/04               McCurdy, C.R. Non-nitrogenous kappa opioid receptor ligands based on  

Salvinorin A, a unique and naturally occurring opiate lead.  Journées Franco  
Belges, Luxembourg, June 3, 2004. 
 

06/04               McCurdy, C.R. Parallel Synthesis of Spirohydantoin Libraries. Universite    
                        Catholique de Louvain, Brussels, Belgium, June 1, 2004. 
 
07/03               McCurdy, C.R.  Design and application of reporter affinity labels. Universita di 
                        Catania, Catania, Italy.  July 14, 2003. 
 
 
 
National Invited Presentations 
 
10/22 McCurdy, C.R.  How Close is a Cure for Pain? Dean’s Distinguished Lecture, 

Rowan University, Glassboro, NJ. October 7, 2022. 
 
10/22 McCurdy, C.R.  Kratom 101: History, Chemistry, and Pharmacology.  Camile 

and Henri Dreyfus Lecture, Rowan University, Glassboro, NJ. October 6, 2022. 
 
09/22 McCurdy, C.R. Novel Treatment Approaches for Pain: Opioid Partial Agonists 

and Other Targets. 2022 American College of Clinical Pharmacology Annual 
Meeting. Trends in Drug Development Seminar, Bethesda, MD. September 24, 
2022. 

 
04/22 McCurdy, C.R. Can a controversial tree help end the opioid crisis?  National 

Center for Complementary and Integrative Health (NCCIH), National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), Bethesda, MD. April 25, 2022. 

 
03/22 McCurdy, C.R. Can we end the opioid crisis at the gas station? Department of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences Seminar Series, University of Tennessee College of 
Pharmacy, Memphis, TN. March 1, 2022. 

 
02/22 McCurdy, C.R. Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa):  A complex symphony of 

alkaloids that may help the opioid crisis. Medicinal Chemistry Seminar Series. 
University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy, Minneapolis, MN. February 15, 
2022. 

 
11/21 McCurdy, C.R. AAPS-ULM Student Chapter 4th Annual Research Symposium 

Keynote Speaker. University of Louisiana at Monroe College of Pharmacy, 
Monroe, LA. November 1, 2021. 
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08/21 McCurdy, C.R. TBD. Keynote Speaker for annual  NIGMS-Funded Systems 

Pharmacology and Toxicology (SPaT) T32 Symposium. University of Arkansas 
for Medical Sciences (UAMS), Little Rock, AR. August 13, 2021.  

 
06/21 McCurdy, C.R. Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa): What science is revealing about 

this controversial supplement.  United States Food and Drug Administration, 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, Botanical Drug Seminar Series. June 3, 
2021. – PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 

 
04/21   McCurdy, C.R. Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa): Could the controversial Herb 

Help End the Opioid Crisis? Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA. 
April 6, 2021. – PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 

 
03/21 McCurdy, C.R. The Science of Kratom: what we know today.  Tennessee 

Association of Alcohol, Drug & other Addiction Services (TAADAS). Nashville, 
TN. March 26, 2021. – PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 

 
02/21  McCurdy, C.R. My career journey from dispensing drugs to developing them.  

Rowan University Dreyfus Lectureship – Part 2.  Rowan University, Glassboro, 
NJ. February 12, 2021. – PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 

 
02/21 McCurdy, C.R. Kratom Science.  Lipscomb University. February 9, 2021. – 

PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 
 
01/21 McCurdy, C.R.; McMahon, L.R. Chemistry and Pharmacology of Mitragyna 

speciosa (kratom). American Society of Pharmacognosy Webinar series. January 
21, 2021. – PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 

 
11/20 McCurdy, C.R. Kratom Science: Where We Stand Today. Kratom Leadership 

Summit, Tampa Airport Marriott, Tampa, FL.  November 12-13, 2020. – 
PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 

 
09/20  McCurdy, C.R. Translation of a Sigma-1 Receptor Ligand into Human Clinical 

Trials for Diagnosis of Nerve Damage and Potential for a non-Opioid Analgesic. 
School of Pharmacy, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA. 
September 25, 2020 – VIRTUAL VISIT  

 
01/20 McCurdy, C.R. Kratom – Potential Drug of Abuse or Useful Analgesic Without 

Opioid-Like Side-Effects? Winter Conference on Brain Research. Big Sky, MT. 
January 26, 2020 

 
11/19 McCurdy, C.R.  Rowan University Dreyfus Lectureship. Rowan University, 

Glassboro, NJ. November 14-15, 2019. 
 
10/19 McCurdy, C.R.  University of Missouri Kansas City Dean’s Forum. Kansas City, 

MO. October 24-25, 2019.  Keynote Lecture 
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08/19 McCurdy, C.R.  Kratom: History and Phytochemistry.  Chemistry & 
Pharmacology of Drug Abuse Conference.  Northeastern University, Boston, MA.  
August 1-2, 2019. 

 
04/19 McCurdy, C.R.  Mitragyna speciosa: Phytochemistry in Plants and 

Biotransformation in Animals. Team Science: from Molecules to Test Tubes to 
Behavior.  ASPET Annual Meeting at Experimental Biology 2019.  Orlando, FL. 
April 9, 2019. 

 
06/18  McCurdy, C.R.  Visualizing Pain to Develop Better Treatments.  2018 Drug 

Discovery and Development Colloquium.  University of Kentucky College of 
Pharmacy, Lexington, KY.  June 22, 2018. Keynote Lecture 

 
06/18 McCurdy, C.R. History, chemistry and pharmacology of Kratom.  College on 

Problems of Drug Dependence 80th Annual Meeting. Symposium XX “Kratom: 
Bitter Narcotic or Sweet Medicine for Pain and Opioid Addiction?” San Diego, 
CA. June 14, 2018.  

 
12/17 McCurdy, C.R. Something on Sigma and Translational Medicine.  American 

Physician Scientists Association (APSA) Annual MD/PhD Symposia, University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, AR December 6, 2017. Keynote 
Lecture 

 
10/17 McCurdy, C.R. Translation of Sigma Receptor Ligands from Conception to the 

Clinic.  Long School of Medicine, Department of Pharmacology, UT Health San 
Antonio, San Antonio, TX (October 11, 2017)  

 
10/17 McCurdy, C.R. Chalk-Talk “Soft Skills” NIDA T32 training grant  
 
10/17 McCurdy, C.R. Sigma receptor ligands: From Discovery to Human Clinical 

Translation. College of Medicine, Department of Neuroscience, McKnight Brain 
Institute, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL (October 5, 2017) 

 
9/17 McCurdy, C.R. Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) as a Potential Treatment for 

Opioid Dependence.  UF Drug Discovery Symposium, Center for Natural 
Products, Drug Discovery & Development (CNPD3), Gainesville, FL. September 
21-22, 2017. 

 
3/17  McCurdy, C.R. Development and clinical translation of sigma receptor ligands 

as diagnostics and therapeutics for pain. 2017 Behavior, Biology, and Chemistry: 
Translational Research in Addiction.  San Antonio, TX.  March 4-5, 2017. 
Special Lecture 

 
1/16 McCurdy, C.R. Targeting Sigma Receptors to Diagnose and Treat Peripheral 

Pain.  College of Pharmacy, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University of 
Florida, Gainesville, FL (January 5, 2016) 
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12/15 McCurdy, C.R. Improving the diagnosis and treatment of peripheral pain.  
College of Pharmacy, Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, AR (December 4, 2015)   

 
9/15 McCurdy, C.R. Sigma Receptor Antagonists for Peripheral Pain.  College of 

Pharmacy, Center for Drug Design, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
(September 16, 2015) 

 
1/15 McCurdy, C.R. Chemical Dependency Awareness Day Lecture, Mylan School 

of Pharmacy, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA (January 7, 2015) 
 
12/14 McCurdy, C.R. Developing Pharmacotherapy for Psychostimulant Abuse and 

Peripheral Pain.  University of Mississippi Medical Center, Jackson, MS 
(December 11, 2014) 

 
12/14 McCurdy, C.R. Development of Highly Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands for 

CNS Disorders.  Department of Medicinal and Natural Products Chemistry 
Seminar Series, College of Pharmacy, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 
(December 9, 2014) 

 
06/14 McCurdy, C.R.   Development and Preclinical Efficacy of a Dual Sigma 

Receptor Antagonist/Dopamine Uptake Inhibitor, CM699, as a Medication for 
Stimulant Abuse.  Featured Speaker, Drug Discovery and Development 
Colloquium 2014.  University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, AR.  
(June 20, 2014) 

 
12/13 McCurdy, C.R.  The Utilization of Natural Products as Potential Treatments for 

Drug Abuse and Addiction, Division of Clinical Chemistry/Hematology, 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center Presbyterian-Shadyside.  Pittsburgh, PA.  
(December 17, 2013) 

 
03/13 McCurdy, C.R.  The Role of Sigma-1 Receptors in Cocaine Self-Administration.  

Molecular Imaging Program at Stanford (MIPS), Department of Radiology, 
Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford, CA.   (March 12, 2013). 

 
11/12 McCurdy, C.R.  Medicinal Chemistry Careers as a Pharmacist.  Ohio Northern 

University, Raabe College of Pharmacy, Ada, OH. (November 7, 2012). 
 
05/12 McCurdy, C.R. Targeting Sigma Receptors - Insights to blocking the actions of 
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M.; Nolan, T.L.; Cutler, S.J.; Polgar, W.E.; Toll, L.; McCurdy, C.R.  Studies on 
the determination of the pharmacophoric elements of the naturally occurring 
opioid receptor agonist, mitragynine and related alkaloids from Mitragyna 
speciosa.  70th Annual Meeting of The College on Problems of Drug Dependence 
(CPDD), San Juan, Puerto Rico, June 14-19, 2008. 

 
11/07 Narayanan, S.; Mesangeau, C.; Shaikh, J.; Yu, J.; Diers, J.A.; Matsumoto, R.R.; 

Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  Novel Pharmacologic Interventions for Cocaine 
Abuse.  2007 Annual Meeting of the American Association of Pharmaceutical 
Scientists, San Diego, CA, November 11-15, 2007.  AWARDED podium 
presentation in the 2007 AAPS Graduate Student Symposium in Drug 
Design and Discovery sponsored by Bristol-Myers Squibb  

 
11/07 Adkins, J.E.; Moraes, N.; White, N.; Tadlock, L.A.; Nieto, M.J.; McCurdy, C.R.  

HPLC method for determination of mitragynine, an indole alkaloid, in crude 
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extracts of Mitragyna speciosa.  2007 Annual Meeting of the American 
Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, San Diego, CA, November 11-15, 2007. 

 
11/07 Yekkirala, A.S.; McCurdy, C.R.; Lunzer, M.M.; Powers, M.D.; Portoghese, P.S.  

Naphthoyl-b-naltrexamine (NNTA) selectively activates kappa/mu opioid 
receptor heterodimers:  an insightful tool to study novel mechanisms of analgesia.  
Neuroscience 2007, Society for Neuroscience, San Diego, CA, November 3-8, 
2007.  119.1. (oral presentation) 

 
11/07 Shaikh, J.; Wilson, L.L.; Mesangeau, C.; McCurdy, C.R.; Poupaert, J.H.; 

Matsumoto, R.R.  CM156, a novel sigma receptor lignad, attenuates the 
locomotor stimulant and neurotoxic effects of methamphetamine in mice.  
Neuroscience 2007, Society for Neuroscience, San Diego, CA, November 3-8, 
2007.  173.5/GG19. 

 
08/07 Narayanan, S.; Mesangeau, C.; Shaikh, J.; Matsumoto, R.R.; Poupaert, J.H.; 

McCurdy, C.R.  Design, synthesis and evaluation of the first highly selective 
sigma-2 receptor ligand.  234th American Chemical Society National Meeting, 
Boston, MA, August 19-23, 2007.  MEDI-335. 

 
07/07 Adkins, J.; Moraes, N.; White, N.; Tadlock, L.A.; Nieto, M.J.; McCurdy, C.R.  

HPLC method for determination of mitragynine, an indole alkaloid, in crude 
extracts of Mitragyna speciosa.  International Narcotics Research Conference 
(INRC), Berlin, Germany, July 8-13, 2007. 

 
06/07 Matsumoto, R.R.; Wilson, L.L.; Mesangeau, C.; Diers, J.; Shaikh, J.; Poupaert, 

J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  CM156, a novel substituted piperazine, attenuates the 
behavioral effects of cocaine in mice.  The College on Problems of Drug 
Dependence, Qubec, Canada, June 16-21, 2007. 

 
03/07 Singh, N.; Mesangeau, C.; Narayanan, S.; Shaikh, J.; Matsumoto, R.R.; 

McCurdy, C.R.  Development of the first predictive pharmacophore models for 
sigma-1 and sigma-2 receptor antagonists.   233rd American Chemical Society 
National Meeting, Chicago, IL, March 25-29, 2007.  MEDI-292. 

 
10/06 Adkins, J.E.; Tadlock, L.A.; Nieto, M.J.; McCurdy, C.R.  Isolation, purification 

and identification of indole alkaloids from Mitragyna speciosa with simultaneous 
determination by LC methods.  2006 Annual Meeting of the American 
Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, San Antonio, TX, October 29 – 
November 2, 2006. 

 
10/06 Singh, N.; McCurdy, C.R.  A 3D structure of 1-Deoxy-D-Xylulose-5-Phosphate 

Reductoisomerase enzyme from Mycobacterium tuberculosis:  Homology 
modeling and Docking analysis.  2006 Annual Meeting of the American 
Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, San Antonio, TX, October 29 – 
November 2, 2006. 
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10/06 Narayanan, S.; Mesangeau, C.; Shaikh, J.; Yu, J.; Diers, J.A.; Matsumoto, R.R.; 
Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  Design, synthesis and biological evaluation of 
novel heterocyclic compounds as sigma receptor antagonists.  2006 Annual 
Meeting of the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, San Antonio, 
TX, October 29 – November 2, 2006. 

 
10/06 Shaikh, J.; Yu, J.; Diers, J.A.; Narayanan, S.; Mesangeau, C.; McCurdy, C.R.; 

Matsumoto, R.R.  Evaluation of novel 2(3H)-benzoxazolones and 2(3H)-
benzothiazolones against cocaine-induced behavior in mice.  Neuroscience 2006, 
Society for Neuroscience, Atlanta, GA, October 14-18, 2006.  189.9/MM78. 

 
09/06 Adkins, J.E.; Nieto, M.J.; McCurdy, C.R.  Studies toward synthetically 

determining a pharmacophore of mitragynine, an indole alkaloid from Mitragyna 
speciosa:  Removal of C-ring.  232nd American Chemical Society National 
Meeting, San Francisco, CA, September 10-14, 2006.  MEDI-535. 

 
09/06 Narayanan, S.; Mesangeau, C.; Shaikh, J.; Yu, J.; Diers, J.A.; Matsumoto, R.R.; 

Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  Design, synthesis and evaluation of original 
2(3H)-benzoxazolones and 2(3H)-benzothiazolones as highly potent sigma 
receptor antagonists. 232nd American Chemical Society National Meeting, San 
Francisco, CA, September 10-14, 2006.  MEDI-462. 

 
09/06 Singh, N; Cheve, G.; McCurdy, C.R.  Three dimensional chemical-feature-based 

pharmacophore development for kappa opioid receptor agonist. 232nd American 
Chemical Society National Meeting, San Francisco, CA, September 10-14, 2006.  
MEDI-456. 

 
03/06 Singh, N.; Cheve, G.; Narayanan, S.; Ferguson, D.M.; McCurdy, C.R.  A 

Combined Ligand-Based and Target-Based Approach for the Identification of 
Novel Lead Structures:  Application to Salvinorin A, a Selective Kappa Opioid 
Receptor Agonist.  213th American Chemical Society National Meeting, Atlanta, 
GA, March 26-31, 2006.   

 
11/05 McCurdy, C.R.; Sufka, K.J.; Warnick, J.E.; Nieto, M.J.  Salvinorin A, a kappa 

opioid receptor agonist, is an ultra short acting analgesic.  35th Annual Meeting of 
the Society for Neuroscience, Washington, DC, November 12-18, 2005. 

 
07/05 McCurdy, C.R.; Sufka, K.J.; Warnick, J.E.; Nieto, M.J.  Salvinorin A, a kappa 

opioid receptor agonist, is an ultrashort acting analgesic. 36th International 
Narcotics Research Conference, Annapolis, MD, July 10-15, 2005. 

 
10/04 Warnick, J.E.; Feltenstein, M.W.; McCurdy, C.R.; Sufka, K.J.  The role of opiate 

receptor subtypes in social attachment in young domestic fowl.  34th Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, San Diego, CA, Oct. 23-27, 2004.  
Program No. 762.2. 

 
09/04 McCurdy, C.R.; Sufka, K.J.; Warnick, J.E.; Nieto, M.J.  Salvinorin A, a kappa 

opioid receptor agonist, is a fast acting, potent analgesic.  AAPS-NIDA 
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Symposium:  Frontiers in Science:  Drug Addiction-From Basic Research to 
Therapies.  National Institutes of Health Campus, Bethesda, MD, September 9-11, 
2004.  Poster number 20. 

 
03/04 Nieto, M.J.; Philip, A.E.; Mirbagheri, A.; McCurdy, C.R. Solution-Phase 

Parallel-Synthesis of Hydantoin Derivatives.  227th American Chemical Society 
National Meeting, Anahiem, CA, March 28-April 1.  ORGN-337 

 
03/04 Kane, B.E.; McCurdy, C.R.,; Ferguson, D.M. Molecular Interactions of 

salvinorin A at the kappa opioid receptor.  227th American Chemical Society 
National Meeting, Anaheim, CA, March 28-April 1.  MEDC-273 

 
09/03 Zhang, Y.; McCurdy, C.R.; Portoghese, P.S.  Synthesis and kinetic studies of 

agonist and antagonist reporter affinity labels for opioid receptors.  226th 
American Chemical Society National Meeting, New York, NY, September 7-11.  
MEDC-153. 

 
07/03 Stewart, J.; Dayan, F.E.; McCurdy, C.R.; Zjawiony, J.K.  Studies on the 

biosynthesis of the novel k-opioid agonist, salvinorin A.  44th Annual Meeting of 
the Americal Society of pharmacognosy.  Chapel Hill, NC, July 12-16. 

 
07/03 McCurdy, C.R.; Nieto, M.; Kane, B.; Ferguson, D.M. Studies directed toward 

understanding the opioid receptor recognition of Salvinorin A, a non-nitrogenous 
natural product with kappa opioid receptor selectivity.  34th International 
Narcotics Research Conference, Perpignan, France, July 7-11, 2003. 

 
07/03 Zhang, Y.; McCurdy, C.R.; Portoghese, P.S.  Kinetic studies of covalent 

association of agonist and antagonist reporter affinity labels with opioid receptors. 
34th International Narcotics Research Conference, Perpignan, France, July 7-11, 
2003. 

  
03/03 Vangapandu, S.; Phillip, A.; Stewart, J.D.; Zjawiony, J.; Avery, M.A.; McCurdy, 

C.R.  Progress toward the total synthesis of salvinorin A: A potent, non-
nitrogenous k-opioid receptor selective agonist. 225th American Chemical Society 
National Meeting, New Orleans, LA, March 23-27.  ORGN-421. 

 
07/02 Zhang, Y.; McCurdy, C.R.; Metzger, T.G.; Portoghese, P.S.  Studies of wild type 

and mutant mu opioid receptors with fluorogenic reporter affinity labels using 
flow cytometry:  evidence for cross-linking K233 and C235.  33rd International 
Narcotics Research Conference, Pacific Grove, CA. 

 
04/01 McCurdy, C.R.; LeBourdonnec, B.; El Kouhen, R.; Portoghese, P.S.  Second 

generation reporter affinity labels:  Naphthalene dicarboxaldehyde derivatives of 
b-naltrexamine.  221st ACS National Meeting, San Diego, CA. 

 
03/00 McCurdy, C.R.; Jones, R.M.; Portoghese, P.S.; Investigation of phenolic 

bioisosterism in opioids:  Synthesis and biological evaluation of 3-
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methylsulfonamide analogues of naltrexone and oxymorphone.  219th ACS 
National Meeting, San Francisco, CA. 

 
03/98 McCurdy, C.R.; Beach, J.W.; Smith, J.B.; Cutler, S.J. Behavioral and 

discriminative stimulus effects of cholinergic channel modulators.  215th ACS 
National Meeting, Dallas, TX. 

 
06/98 Metting T.L., Burgio D.E., Terry Jr. A.V., Beach J.W. McCurdy C.R. and Allen 

D.D. Assessment of blood-brain barrier (BBB) choline transport inhibition by 
lobeline and arecoline derivatives using the in situ rat brain perfusion technique. 
Presentation at the Merck Undergraduate Research Seminar, Estes Park, CO. 

 
04/97 McCurdy, C.R.; Venkateshwaran, T.G.; Stewart, J.T.; Beach, J.W.  Chiral 

separations of lobeline analogs using high performance capillary electrophoresis 
and derivatized cyclodextrins as chiral additives.  213th ACS National Meeting, 
San Francisco, CA. 

 
11/96 Carl, G.F.; Williamson, R.; Beach, J.W.; McCurdy, C.R.; Pauly, J.R.; Sparks, 

J.A.; Terry Jr., A.V. Lobeline and analogs exhibit differential agonist activity and 
sensitivity to antagonist blockade when compared to nicotine.  Society for 
Neuroscience National Meeting, Washington, DC. 

 
08/96 Beach, J.W.; McCurdy, C.R.; Terry Jr., A.V.; Pauly, J.R.; Boss, K.L.  Nicotinic 

agonists based on lobeline.  212th ACS National Meeting, Orlando, FL. 
 
08/95 Beach, J.W.; McCurdy, C.R.; Terry Jr., A.V.; Templeton, R.E.  Analogues of 

lobeline as potential nicotinic agonists.  210th ACS National Meeting, Chicago, 
IL. 

 
Regional Presentations 
 
06/15 Alsharif, W.; Kopajtic, T.; Kandasamy, M.; Avery, B.A.; Hiranita, K.; Katz, J.L.; 

McCurdy, C.R. Synthesis, Biological Evaluation, and Metabolic Stability 
Enhancement of the dual Sigma Receptor Antagonist/DAT Inhibitor Agents as 
Potential Pharmacotherapy for Stimulant Abuse.  Drug Discovery and 
Development Colloquium 2015, June 22-24, 2015, Oxford, MS 

 
05/13 Gogineni, V.; Leon, J.F.; Wilson, L.L.; Avery, B.A.; McCurdy, C.R.; Cutler, S.J.  

Mitragyna speciosa:  Isolation & Pharmacological Evaluation of the Indole 
Alkaloids.  40th Annual MALTO Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmacognosy 
Meeting, May 19-21, Little Rock, AR 

 
05/12 Alsharif, W.; Mesangeau, C.; Amata, E.; Seminerio, M.J.; Robson, M.J.; 

Matsumoto, R.R.; Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  Synthesis and 
Pharmacological Evaluation of Indole-based Sigma Receptor Ligands.  39th 
Annual MALTO Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmacognosy meeting, May 20-22, 
Monroe, LA 
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09/11 El-Alfy, A.; Wilson, L.L.; Furr, E.B.; Boddu, S.P.; Avery, B.A.; Cutler, S.J.; 
Boyer, E.W.; McCurdy, C.R. Blockage of opioid withdrawal syndrome by orally 
administered lyophilized kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) tea and mitragynine in 
mice.  NS19. 2011 South East Regional IDeA Meeting, September 22-24, 2011, 
New Orleans, LA (Poster and selected for invited ORAL PODIUM Presentation) 

 
09/11 Avery, B.A.; Boddu, S.P.; Furr, E.B.; Cutler, S.J.; McCurdy, C.R. 

Pharmacokinetics of kratom tea (Mitragyna speciosa) extracts in Sprague Dawley 
rats. NS3. 2011 South East Regional IDeA Meeting, September 22-24, 2011, New 
Orleans, LA 

 
09/07 Xu, Y.; Shaikh, J.; Viard, E.; Fishback, J.; Kaushal, N.; Mesangeau, C.; 

Narayanan, S.; Poupaert, J. H.; McCurdy, C.R.; Matsumoto, R.R. Synthesis and 
Evaluation of Subtype Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands From Substituted 
2(3H)-Benzoxazolone and 2(3H)-Benzothiazolone Derivatlves.  2007 South 
Central Chapter of the Society of Toxicology Meeting, September 27-28, 2007, 
Oxford, MS 

 
05/07 Narayanan, S.; Mesangeau, C.; Shaikh, J.; Yu, J.; Diers, J.A.; Matsumoto, R.R.; 
 Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  Design, synthesis and biological evaluation of  
 novel sigma receptor antagonists as anti-cocaine agents.  34th Annual MALTO 
 Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmacognosy meeting, May 20-22, 2007, Monroe, 
 LA 
 
05/07 Adkins, J.E.; Moraes, N.V.; While, N.; Tadlock, L.A.; Nieto, M.J.; McCurdy,  
 C.R.  HPLC Method Validation for Determination of Mitragynine, an Indole  
 Alkaloid, in Crude Extracts of Mitragyna speciosa. 34th Annual MALTO 
 Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmacognosy meeting, May 20-22, 2007, Monroe, 
 LA 
 
05/06 Singh, N.; Cheve, G.; McCurdy, C.R.  Combination of Molecular Modeling, 
 Site-Directed Mutagenesis, and SAR Studies to Delineate a Robust Virtual 
 Screening Protocol:  Application to Salvinorin A. 33rd Annual MALTO Medicinal 
 Chemistry and Pharmacognosy meeting, May 21-23, 2006, Houston, TX 
 
05/06 Vyas, N.; Mollereau, C.; Cheve, G.; McCurdy, C.R.  Design, Synthesis and  
 Biological Evaluation of Small Molecules for Neuropeptide FF Receptors.   
 33rd Annual MALTO Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmacognosy meeting, May 21- 
 23, 2006, Houston, TX 
 
11/05 Singh, N.; Cheve, G.; McCurdy, C.R. Probing the structure of 1-Deoxy-D- 
 Xylulose-5-Phosphate Reductoisomerase Enzyme from Plasmodium falciparum:   
 Comparative Protein Modeling and Docking Studies.  Southeast Regional  
 American Chemical Society Meeting.  November, 1-4, Memphis, TN. 
 
05/05 Philip, A.E.; Geldenhuys, W.J.; Lockman, P.R.; McAfee, J.H.; Miller, B.L.;  
 Allen, D.D.; McCurdy, C.R.  Inhibition of Choline Uptake by  
 N-cyclohexylcholine, a High Affinity Ligand for the Choline Transporter at the  
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 Blood-Brain Barrier.  32nd Annual MALTO Medicinal Chemistry and  
 Pharmacognosy meeting, May 22-24, Oxford, MS 
 
05/05 Singh, N.; McCurdy, C.R. 1-Deoxy-D-Xylulose-5-Phosphate Reductoisomerase:   
 A Novel Target for Development of Broad-Specturm Antimicrobial and  
 Antiprotozoal Drug Candidates.  32nd Annual MALTO Medicinal Chemistry and  
 Pharmacognosy meeting, May 22-24, Oxford, MS 
 
05/04 Philip, A.E.; Nieto, M.J.; Mirbagheri, A.; Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R. 
 Application of Solution-Phase Parallel Synthesis to Preparation of Spirohydantoin  
 Derivatives.  31st Annual MALTO meeting, University of Tennessee Health  
 Sciences Center, Memphis, TN. 
 
05/03 Philip, A.E.; McAfee, J.H.; Lockman, P.R.; Roder, K.E.; Allen, D.D.; McCurdy, 
                        C.R. Probing the structural requirements of the blood brain barrier choline  
                        transporter through synthetic choline analogues.  30th Annual MALTO meeting, 
                        University of Arkansas, Little Rock, AR. 
 
04/02 Zhang, Y.; McCurdy, C.R.; Metzger, T.G.; Portoghese, P.S.  Design of  
 fluorogenic reporter affinity labels for kinetic studies of opioid receptor cross- 
 linking using flow cytometry.  40th Annual MIKI Meeting, University of Illinois  
 at Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
04/01      McCurdy, C.R.; Le Bourdonnec, B.; El Kouhen, R.; Portoghese, P.S. 

Second generation reporter affinity labels: analogs of b-Naltrexamine. 
39th Annual MIKI Meeting, Minneapolis, MN  

 
04/00  McCurdy, C.R.; Jones, R.M.; Portoghese, P.S. Investigation of phenolic 

bioisosterism in opiates.  MIKI Meeting, Iowa City, IA 
 
06/96 Venkateshwaran, T.G.; McCurdy, C.R.; Stewart, J.T.; Beach, J.W.  Enantiomeric  

separation of lobeline analogues using capillary electrophoresis:  Effects of  
cyclodextrin additives.  South Eastern Regional Meeting of the American  
Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Research Triangle Park, NC. 
 

05/95      McCurdy, C.R.; Beach, J.W.; Terry Jr.; Wargo, H.L.; Templeton, R.E. Synthesis 
and receptor binding of N-Substituted-2-styryl-1,2,3,6-tetrahydropyridine as a  
potential nicotinic agonists.  22nd Annual MALTO Meeting, Xavier University,  
New Orleans, LA. 
 

Local Presentations  
 
05/09 McCurdy, C.R.  Utilization of Natural Products in the Treatment of Drug Abuse.  

NIH COBRE Community Outreach Program, The University of Mississippi, 
University, MS. (May 11, 2009) 
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03/09 McCurdy, C.R.  Developing Treatments for Drug Abuse.  Keynote Speaker. 
Mississippi Junior Science and Humanities Symposium.  The University of 
Mississippi, University, MS. (March 8, 2009) 

 
09/07 McCurdy, C.R.  Sigma Receptors and Psychostimulants.  Department of 

Pharmacognosy, School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi, University, MS. 
(September 11, 2007) 

 
03/07 Narayanan, S.; Mesangeau, C.; Shaikh, J.; Yu, J.; Diers, J.A.; Matsumoto, R.R.; 

Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  Design, Synthesis and Biological Evaluation of 
Novel Sigma Receptor Antagonists as Anti-Cocaine Agents.  Sigma Xi Research 
Day, University of Mississippi, University, MS, March 26, 2007.  (AWARDED 
BEST POSTER IN TWO CATEGORIES) 

 
04/06 Singh, N.; Cheve, G.; Narayanan, S.; Ferguson, D.M.; McCurdy, C.R. .  A 

Combined Ligand-Based and Target-Based Approach for the Identification of 
Novel Lead Structures:  Application to Salvinorin A, a Selective Kappa Opioid 
Receptor Agonist.  Sigma Xi Research Day, University of Mississippi, University, 
MS, April 4, 2006.  (AWARDED BEST POSTER) 

 
09/04 McCurdy, C.R.; Sufka, K.J.; Warnick, J.E.; Nieto, M.J.  Antinociceptive Profile 

of Salvinorin A, a Structurally Unique Kappa Opioid Agonist.  National Center 
for Natural Products Research, School of Pharmacy, Internal Poster Session.  
University of Mississippi, University, MS. 

 
05/04 Warnick, J.E.; Feltenstein, M.W.; McCurdy, C.R.; Sufka, K.J.  The Role of 

Opiate Receptor Subtypes in Social Attachment in Young Domestic Fowl.  Sigma 
Xi Research Day, University of Mississippi, University, MS  

 
05/04 Philip, A.E.; Nieto, M.J.; Mirbagheri, A.; Poupaert, J.H.; McCurdy, C.R.  

Application of Solution-Phase Parallel Synthesis to Preparation of Spirohydantoin 
Derivatives.  Sigma Xi Research Day, University of Mississippi, University, MS. 

 
05/02 Zhang, Y.; McCurdy, C.R.; Metzger, T.G.; Portoghese, P.S.  Reporter Affinity 

Labels:  A single-molecular fluorogenic probe to cross-link opioid receptors 
studied via flow cytometry.  Chemical Biology, A Single Molecular Perspective – 
NIH Molecular Biophysics, Biotechnology, and Chemistry-Biology Interface 
Joint Training Grant Symposium, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 

 
05/02 Zhang, Y.; McCurdy, C.R.; Metzger, T.G.; Portoghese, P.S.  Kinetic studies of 

opioid receptors cross-linking with fluorogenic reporter affinity labels using flow 
cytometry.  The 2nd Symposium on Targets and Cellular Mechanisms Involved in 
Drug Addiction, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 

 
01/99 McCurdy, C.R.; Portoghese, P.S.  Rational design and synthesis of d-opioid 

receptor affinity labels.  NIDA Neuroscience Training Grant Retreat, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN. 
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10/96 Venkateshwaran, T.G.; McCurdy, C.R.; Stewart, J.T.; Beach, J.W.  Enantiomeric 
separation of lobeline analogs using capillary electrophoresis.  Graduate Research 
Day, University of Georgia, Athens, GA. 

 
05/95 McCurdy, C.R.; Beach, J.W.; Terry Jr., A.V.; Wargo, H.L.; Templeton, R.E. 

Synthesis and nicotinic receptor binding of N-substituted-2-styryl-1,2,3,6-
tetrahydropyridine. Graduate Research Day, University of Georgia, Athens, GA. 
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LECTURES AND TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
 
University of Florida, College of Pharmacy, Gainesville, FL 
 
08/22-Present PHA 6935: Advanced CNS Drug Design. (3 credit hours) 
01/22-Present HOS6932: Cultivation, Extraction, and Application of Medicinal Plants 

and their Bioactive Compounds. (3 credit hours, spring semesters). 
12/20 PHA 5930:  Seminar in Pharmacy Research (gave a 1 hour seminar to the 

class on kratom – December 2, 2020) 
08/18-Present PHA 6894:  Intro to Graduate Studies (1 semester hour, fall and spring 

semesters).  Teach 2 lectures in the course on leadership and another on 
communication. 

01/18-Present PHA 6467:  Drug Design II. Graduate level course (3 credit hours, spring 
semesters).  Teach 3 hours of lecture on CNS drug design. 

01/18-Present PHA 5080C:  Patient Care 7: Brain and Behavior. Block 16.  Professional 
Pharmacy Program Required Course (6 credit hours, spring semesters). 
Teach in 6 out of 9 modules. 

08/17-Present PHA 6447:  Drug Design I. Graduate level course (3 credit hours, fall 
semesters).  Course coordinator.  

05/17-Present PHA 6935:  Life Cycle of a Drug.  Graduate level course (3 semester 
hours, summer semesters).  Course coordinator, teach one lecture 

 
University of Mississippi, School of Pharmacy, University, MS 
 
04/14-12/16 PHAR 332:  Basic Pharmaceutics II.  PY1 Professional Program Required 

Course.  Taught one lecture on radiopharmaceuticals. 
01/11-12/16 MEDC 418:  Chemical Neuroscience Principles of Drugs of Abuse.  PY2 

Professional Pharmacy Elective course (1 semester hour, spring 
semesters). 

01/07-12/16 MEDC 417: Medicinal Chemistry of Therapeutic Agents II.  
Undergraduate Level Professional Pharmacy Program.  New course 
format in 2006-2007 to pharmacy program (3 semester hours, spring 
semesters). 

01/07-12/16 MEDC 502: Advanced Medicinal Chemistry II.  Graduate Level course (3 
semester hours, spring semesters). 

08/06-12/16 MEDC 416: Medicinal Chemistry of Therapeutic Agents I.  
Undergraduate Level Professional Pharmacy Program.  New course 
format in 2006 to pharmacy program (3 semester hours, fall semesters) 

08/06-12/16 MEDC 501: Advanced Medicinal Chemistry I.  Graduate Level course.  (3 
semester hours, fall semesters) 

01/04-05/09 MEDC 541/542: Special Topics in Medicinal Chemistry: Drugs, Society, 
and Human Behavior.  Undergraduate/Graduate pharmacy elective (3 
semester hours) 

02/03-05/05 PHCY 201:  Use and Misuse of Drugs.  Undergraduate level University-
Wide Elective.  Gave 2 (75 minute) lectures on CNS Depressants and 
Hallucinogens. (3 semester hours) 

01/03-05/06  MEDC 314:  Principles of Medicinal Chemistry.  Undergraduate Level  
   Professional Pharmacy Program.  Teaching. (3 semester hours). 
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01/03-05/06 MEDC 315: Principles of Medicinal Chemistry Laboratory.  
Undergraduate level professional Pharmacy Program.  Developed new 
laboratory program and teaching. (1 semester hour). 

08/02-12/05 MEDC 503: Medicinal Chemistry Research Methodology.  Graduate 
level.  Redesigned and taught course.  (3 semester hours). 

01/02-12/16 MEDC 713: Peripheral and Central Nervous System Agents.  Graduate 
level.  Developed and teaching course. (3 semester hours) 

03/02-05/06 MEDC 412: Medicinal Chemistry.  Gave 4 lectures on Narcotic 
analgesics. (3 semester hours) 

01/02 PHCY 201: Use and Misuse of Drugs.  Gave 2 (75 minute) lectures on 
Designer Drugs. (3 semester hours) 

 
University of Georgia, College of Pharmacy, Athens, GA 
 
09/97 PHR 404: Medicinal Chemistry II.  Central Nervous System Agents. 

Course for 2nd year pharmacy students. I gave one lecture on Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Acetylcholinesterase inhibitors. 

04/97 PHR 305: Biochemistry of Drugs and Disease. Course for 1st year 
pharmacy students. I gave 3 lectures on vitamins. 

01/95-05/95 Laboratory Instructor: PHR 311: Medicinal Chemistry Laboratory.  
Undergraduate Pharmacy students. 
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GRANT ACTIVITY 
 
Pending 
 
NIH UG3 NS127264-01A1, NINDS “Non-Addictive Sigma Ligands as Pain Therapeutics” 
Multiple PI (Christopher R. McCurdy and Jay P. McLaughlin). RFA NS-21-010 “HEAL 
Initiative: Non-addictive Analgesic Therapeutics Development [Small Molecules and Biologics] 
to Treat Pain”. Submitted to NINDS program on October 14, 2022. Review Group: ZNS1 SRB-
G(57) (PENDING COUNCIL REVIEW) Project Period: 06/01/2023 – 05/31/2028. Impact 
Score 43. Total costs submitted: $7,459,338.  
 
Currently Active as Principal Investigator 
 
NIH UG3 DA058553-01, NIDA “Development of Sigma Receptor/DAT Dual-Targeting 
Compounds to Treat Stimulant Use Disorder” PI Jeffrey B. Reich, Sparian Biosciences, 
University of Florida Consortium PI (Christopher R. McCurdy).  PAR20-092 Development of 
Medications to Prevent and Treat Opioid Use Disorders and Overdose (UG3/UH3). Submitted to 
NIDA on August 31, 2022. Review Group: NIDA-L 11/09/2022. (FUNDED). Project Period: 
08/15/2023 – 07/31/2025. Impact Score 31.  Total costs submitted (UG3/UH3): $18,890,842 
UG3 Phase awarded; Total costs funded: $6,903,733.  Total costs year 1: $2,886,286. Total costs 
year 2: $4,017,447. 
 
NIH UH3 DA048353-01, NIDA “Opioid use disorders: UF Pharmacy medications discovery 
and development” Multiple PI (Christopher R. McCurdy and Lance R. McMahon). RFA DA19-
02 “Development of Medications to Prevent and Treat Opioid Use Disorders and Overdose 
(UG3/UH3)”.  Submitted to NIDA program on September 30, 2020. (FUNDED). Project period: 
December 15, 2020 – November 30, 2024. UH3 phase awarded; Total costs funded: $4,334,043. 
Total costs year 1: $1,444,681. Total costs year 2: $1,444,681. Total costs year 3: $1,444,681. 
Year 4: No cost extension. 
 
NIH R01 DA047855-01A1, NIDA “Kratom alkaloids: in vitro and in vivo pharmacological 
mechanisms” Multiple PI (Lance R. McMahon, Bonnie A. Avery, Christopher R. McCurdy) 
Submitted April 16, 2018 under continuous submission privilege.  Review group: MNPS.  Peer 
review June 14, 2018.  (FUNDED). Project period: April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2025. Impact 
Score 32; 24th percentile. Total costs funded: $3,626,856.  
 
Currently Active as Co-Investigator 
 
NIH R61/R33 DA056922-01A1, NIDA “Patterns and neurocognitive consequences of opioid-
alcohol polysubstance use” Co-Investigator (Lori Knackstedt and Linda Cottler, MPI). 
(FUNDED).  Project Period: 06/01/2023 – 05/31/2028.  R61 Phase active.  Peer review Impact 
Score 15. Total costs funded for R61 phase: $881,000. 
 
NIH R01 AG072714-01A1 “Effects of cannabis on age-related cognitive decline and 
Alzheimer’s disease pathology. Co-Investigator (Setlow, Barry – PI). Submitted XX.  Review 
group: XX. (FUNDED). August 13, 2021 – May 31, 2026. Total costs funded: $2,998,063.   
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Florida Department of Health grant # 21A11 “Effects of cannabis on Alzheimer’s disease-
related pathology and cognitive decline”, Mechanism: Ed and Ethel Moore Alzheimer’s Disease 
Research Program 20-21 Funding Cycle. Co-Investigator (1% effort) (Setlow, Barry – PI). 
Submitted September 9, 2020.  (FUNDED). December 15, 2020. Project period: March 15, 2021 
– March 14, 2023. Total cost $247,620. 
 
NIH R01 DA049470-01A1, NIDA “Opioid and cannabinoid interactions in pain and reward”, 
Co-Investigator (Neubert, John – PI). Submitted December 13, 2019.  Project period: July 1, 
2020 – June 30, 2025.  Priority Score 30; 16th percentile. (FUNDED).  September 11, 2020. 
 
NIH T32 GM136583-01, NIGMS “Chemistry-Biology Interface Training Program at the 
University of Florida”. Co-Investigator (Li, Chenglong – PI).  (FUNDED). July 1, 2020 – June 
30, 2025. Total costs years 1-5: $800,510. 
 
Completed  
 
DoD PR161310 Contract W81XWH-17-1-0557 “Sigma receptor ligands as non-opioid based 
pain management”. Principal Investigator (20% effort, 2.4 calendar months), 
Mechanism/Announcement:  CDMRP W81XWH-16-PRMRP-IIRA. Submitted October 19, 
2016.  Peer review: February 2017. (FUNDED).  September 15, 2017 – September 14, 2021. 
$1,092,713. Partnering PI, Jay McLaughlin, PR161310P1 W81XWH-17-1-0558 $949,864.  
Total awards together: $2,042,577. COMPLETED 
 
NIH UG3 DA048353-01, NIDA “Opioid use disorders: UF Pharmacy medications discovery 
and development”, Multiple PI (Christopher R. McCurdy and Lance R. McMahon) (25% effort, 
3 calendar months), RFA DA19-02 “Development of Medications to Prevent and Treat Opioid 
Use Disorders and Overdose (UG3/UH3)”.  Submitted June 28, 2018. Priority Score 44. 
(FUNDED). Project period: December 15, 2018 – December 14, 2020. UG3 phase awarded; 
Total costs funded: $3,574,538. Total costs year 1: $2,023,489. Total costs year 2: $1,551,049. 
COMPLETED 
 
NIH R01 DA0391167-01A1, NIDA “Deterrents for prescription opioid abuse”, Co-Investigator 
(Freeman, Kevin – PI), PA13-015.  Submitted March 5, 2015.  Priority Score 20; 8th percentile.  
(FUNDED). Total costs year 1: $301,396. COMPLETED 
 
NIH R01 DA034777-05, NIDA “Optimization of non-peptide probes for Neuropeptide FF 
receptors”, Principal Investigator (25% effort, 3 calendar months), PAR-12-060 “Solicitation of 
validated hits for the discovery of in vivo chemical probes”. Submitted March 5, 2013. 
(FUNDED).  Priority Score 32, 16th Percentile). Total Costs as Submitted $2,161,110. Review 
group:  NIDA ZRG1-MDCN-C (58), June 21, 2013.  Funded Project Period:  September 15, 
2014 – August 31, 2017. Total costs funded:  $ 1,473,763. Total costs year 1: $498,705.  Total 
costs year 2:  $485,817.  Total costs year 3: $489,241. Currently in No Cost Extension until 
August 31, 2019. COMPLETED 
 
DAA2-15-61222-1, U.S. Civilian Research & Development Foundation (CRDF) and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service (USDA ARS) “Isolation and 
Biological Evaluation of Opioid Receptor Modulators from Asteraceae Plants Growing in 
Egypt”, Principal Investigator. $29,762.42 COMPLETED 
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NIH P20 GM104932-10, NIGMS, “Center for Research Excellence in Natural Products 
Neuroscience” Principal Investigator (FUNDED) September 24, 2012 – August 31, 2017.  Total 
costs funded: $10,086,529. Total costs year 6; $1,871,576.  Total costs year 7; $2,099,508.  Total 
costs year 8; $2,063,370.  Total costs year 9; $2,045,714.  Total costs year 10; $2,006,361. 
COMPLETED 
 
NIH R01 DA023205 NIDA, “Novel Pharmacologic Interventions for Drugs of Abuse”, 
Principal Investigator (25% time, 3 calendar months), (FUNDED) Submitted June 1, 2006.  
$1,250,000 direct cost. Review group: NIDA Special Emphasis Panel ZDA1 RXL-E (11), 
October 4, 2006. Priority Score 157 on 1st submission (23.3rd percentile).  April 9, 2007 – March 
31, 2012. Total costs funded: $1,734,900   Total costs year 1; $355,949.  Total costs year 2; 
$349,075.  Total costs year 3; $349,075.  Total costs year 4; $345,584. Total costs year 5; 
$311,025 + $24,192. In no-cost extension from April 1, 2012 – March 31, 2013.  
COMPLETED 
 
NIH R03 DA029738, ECHEM NIDA, “Non-peptide ligands for NPFF receptors”, Co-
Investigator (5% time, 0.6 cal mo), PAS-07-327 $347,814 total costs funded. Submitted October 
16, 2009. (FUNDED) (Priority Score 42 on 1st submission).  July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2012.  Total 
costs year 1; $176,555.  Total costs year 2; $171,259.  COMPLETED 
 
NIH COBRE, 1 P20 RR021929, NCRR, “Center for Research Excellence in Natural Products 
Neuroscience” Co-Investigator, submitted for review Oct. 20, 2004. $11,000,000 total.  
$750,000 direct cost to my lab (Rae Matsumoto, PI). FUNDED (50% time).  Priority score 152 
on 1st submission.  Total costs year 1; $188,986.  Total costs year 2; $199,699.  COMPLETED 
 
NSF/IGERT grant 0333136 from the University of Mississippi and the University of Southern 
Mississippi. “Entrepreneurship at the Interface of Polymer Science and Medicinal Chemistry” 
Co-PI (Lon Mathias, PI) 08/03-07/08.  $3,600,000 total costs. COMPLETED 
 
NIH R03 DA017360, NIDA Small Grants Program DA017360-01. “Salvinorin A: A novel 
opioid agonist lead” Principal Investigator, 01/04-01/06. $140,673, total costs (funded 9/30/03, 
priority score 169 on 1st submission) COMPLETED 
 
CDC grant U01 CI000211 “Development and Testing of New Antimalarial Drugs.” Co-
Investigator (M. Avery, PI).  August 1, 2004 - July 31, 2009.  $3,000,000/year total costs.  
COMPLETED 
 
CDC grant U50/CCU423310, “Development and Testing of New Medicines for Treatment of 
Emerging Infectious Diseases.”  Co-Investigator (M. Avery, PI).  September 15, 2003 – 
September 14, 2006.  COMPLETED 
 
CDC grant U50/CCU418839-02, $50,000/year. “Development and Testing of New 
Medications for the Treatment of Emerging Infectious Diseases.”  Co-investigator (M. Avery, 
PI).  September 15, 2002- September 14, 2005.  COMPLETED 
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CDC grant UR3/CCU418652-02, $80,000/year.  “Development and Testing of New 
Antimalarial Drugs”.  Co-investigator (M. Avery, PI).  August 31, 2002- June 30, 2005.  
COMPLETED 
 
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy New Investigator Award. “Molecular 
Modeling, Design, Synthesis and Biological Evaluation of Novel Nociceptin/ Orphanin FQ 
(N/OFQ) Receptor Ligands.  Principal Investigator.  December 15, 2002-December 15, 2003. 
$10,000.  COMPLETED 
 
University of Mississippi, Faculty small grant award. “Design and Synthesis of ORL-1 
Receptor Ligands” Principal Investigator.  April 16, 2002-April 16, 2003.  $5,000.  
COMPLETED 
 
Research Training Award, National Institute on Drug Abuse, University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis, MN. 07/98-07/01. $86,000 salary support.  $4,500 materials support. 
 
University of Georgia, College of Pharmacy. Pre-doctoral teaching assistantship award. 

08/94-05/98, salary support. 
 
Submitted – Not awarded 
 
NIH UG3 NS127264-01, NINDS “Sigma ligands as non-opioid analgesics” Multiple PI 
(Christopher R. McCurdy and Jay P. McLaughlin). RFA NS-21-010 “HEAL Initiative: Non-
addictive Analgesic Therapeutics Development [Small Molecules and Biologics] to Treat Pain”/. 
Submitted to NINDS program on July 14, 2021. (PENDING COUNCIL REVIEW) Project 
Period: 02/01/2022 – 01/31/2027. Impact Score 43. Total costs submitted: $7,000,909.  
 
NIH P30 DA056409-01, NIDA “UF Center of Excellence in Pharmacokinetics and Chemistry of 
Substance Use/misuse”, Principal Investigator/Center Director, Mechanism Announcement: 
PAR-20-267 NIDA Core “Center of Excellence” Grant Program (P30 Clinical Trial Optional). 
Submitted September 27, 2021. Project Period 07/01/22 – 06/30/27. Total costs submitted: 
$9,669,312.  
 
NIH R41 NS125655-01, NINDS “STTR: LEA Inhibitors of Lipid Autoinducers for Therapy of 
Glioblastoma” (Svetlov PI: Immunova, LLC). PA-21-262. Project Period: 11/01/2021 – 
10/31/23. Impact Score 33. 
 
NIH R01 DA052567-01A1, NIDA “Reinforcing properties of low- and high-nicotine cigarettes 
in rats”, Co-Investigator (Bruijnzeel PI). Project period: 09/01/2021 – 08/30/2024. $43,659 
(subproject) 
 
NIH R21 DA053084-01A1, NIDA “Effects of advanced age on cannabis behavioral 
pharmacology and pharmacokinetics”, Co-Investigator (Setlow PI). Mechanism/Announcement: 
PA-18-079.  Submitted April 29, 2021. Project period: 07/01/2021 – 06/30/2023. Impact Score 
40; 29th percentile.  
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GRANT13327586, US Army Med Res Acquisition “Inhibitors of lipid autoinducers as a novel 
therapeutic intervention for breast cancer brain metastases”, Co-Investigator (Heldermon PI). 
Project period: 09/01/2021 – 08/31/2024. $9,050 subproject. 
 
NIH R01 DA054376-01, NIDA “A Multimodal Molecular Imaging Pipeline to Map Opioid 
Response”, Multiple PI (Christina Boucher, Paul Gader, Christopher R. McCurdy, Boone 
Prentice, Richard Yost, Eric Vitriol) (10% effort).  Mechanism/Announcement: PAR-20-241. 
Submitted October 30, 2020.  Project period: 06/01/2021 – 05/31/2026. Total direct cost: 
$5,000,000.  Total costs: $7,284,577. 
 
NIH R01 DA053071-01, NIDA “Opioid and Cannabinoid interactions in pain and reward”, Co-
Investigator (Neubert PI). Submitted May 5, 2020. Project period: 09/01/2020 – 8/31/2025. 
Impact Score: 47; 39th percentile.  
 
NIH P30 DA048777-01A1, NIDA “University of Florida P30 Center for Research to Investigate 
Substance Use and Pain (UF-CRISP)”, Principal Investigator (40% effort, 4.8 calendar months), 
Mechanism/Announcement:  PAR-18-225 NIDA Core “Center of Excellence” Grant Program 
(P30 Clinical Trial Optional). Submitted September 25, 2019. Project period: July 1, 2020 – June 
30, 2025. Priority Score 42. 
 
DoD JW190171 “Non-Opioid Analgesic for Safe Battlefield Pain Management”.  Pre-proposal 
submitted January 31, 2019. 
 
NIH R01 DA047857-01, NIDA “Analogs of mitragynine as treatments for opioid withdrawal 
syndrome”, Principal Investigator (25% effort, 3 calendar months), PAR-16-041 “Drug 
Discovery for Nervous System Disorders (R01)”. Submitted April 16, 2018 under continuous 
submission privilege.  Review group: DDNS.  Peer review June 28, 2018.  Project period: 
September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2023. 
 
NIH R01 DA047855-01, NIDA “Kratom alkaloids: in vitro and in vivo pharmacological 
mechanisms” Multiple PI (Lance R. McMahon, Bonnie A. Avery, Christopher R. McCurdy) 
Submitted April 16, 2018 under continuous submission privilege.  Review group: MNPS.  Peer 
review June 14, 2018.  Project period: September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2023. (Not Discussed) 
 
NIH R01 DA042488-01, NIDA “Novel pharmacotherapy for peripheral pain with significantly 
reduced liabilities”, Principal Investigator (25% effort, 3 calendar months), PAR-13-048 Drug 
Discovery for Nervous System Disorders.  Submitted under continuous submission privilege 
November 18, 2015.  Priority Score 47; 28th percentile.  
 
NIH R15 DA042406-01A1, NIDA “Rational Design of Opioids Lacking P-glycoprotein 
Activity”, Co-Investigator (Mercer, PI). Submitted October 25, 2016.  
 
NIH R21 DAXXXXXX-01, NIDA “Developmental Toxicity of Cannabidiol and D9-
Tetrahydrocannabinol”, Co-Investigator (Willett, PI), PA-14-162. Submitted October 12, 2016. 
 
NIH P30 GM122733-01, NIGMS “Phase III Center of Biological Research Excellence”, 
Principal Investigator (45% effort, 5.4 calendar months), PAR-14-178 Limited Competition: 
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Centers of Biomedical Research Excellence.  Submitted May 25, 2016.  Reviewed November 2, 
2016.  Priority Score: 46. 
 
NIH R21/R33 DA041507-01A1, NIDA “Development of New GABA-B Receptor Agonists for 
Drug Addiction”, Co-Investigator (Colby, PI).  Submitted March 15, 2016.  
 
NSF EPSCoR 1632856, “RII Track-2 FEC: Improving Learning and Memory in Juveniles:  
Environmental Enrichment Strategies and Cognitive Enhancers.”  Co-Investigator (Coolen, PI). 
Submitted February 4, 2016.  
 
NIH R15 DA042406-01, NIDA “Rational Design of Opioids Lacking P-glycoprotein Activity”, 
Co-Investigator (Mercer, PI). Submitted October 25, 2015. ZRG1 MDCN-R (86).  Priority Score 
49 (Not Funded). 
 
NIH R21/R33 DA041507-01, NIDA “Development of New GABA-B Receptor Agonists for 
Drug Addiction”, Co-Investigator (Colby, PI).  Submitted June 16, 2015. (Not Discussed). 
 
NIH R01 DA040669-01, NIDA “Hit-to-Lead Optimization Studies of Cannabinoid Receptor 2 
(CB2) Agonists Discovered Through In Silico Virtual Screening”, Co-Investigator (Doerksen, 
PI), PA-13-302.  Submitted February 5, 2015.  (Not Discussed). 
 
NIH R01 DA0391167-01, NIDA “Deterrents for prescription opioid abuse”, Co-Investigator 
(Freeman, PI), PA13-015 BRLE review group. Submitted June 5, 2014.  Impact score:40 
Percentile 37.  (Not Funded) 
 
NIH R21 GRANT11586190, NINDS “A New Sigma-1 Receptor Antagonist to Diagnose 
Chronic Pain Generators”, Principal Investigator (5% effort, 0.6 calendar months) on Sub-
Contract to Stanford University (Biswal, PI), PA-13-303 “NIH Exploratory/Developmental 
Research Grant Program.”  Submitted February 17, 2014. (Not Funded). 
 
NIH R01 DA039392-01 GRANT11669797, NIDA “Non-Peptide Ligands for NPFF Receptors”, 
Principal Investigator (25% effort, 3 calendar months), PAR-13-048 “Drug Discovery for 
Nervous System Disorders (R01).”  Submitted June 5, 2014. (WITHDRAWN). 
 
NIH R21, NINDS, “A New Sigma-1 Receptor Antagonist to Diagnose and Treat Chronic Pain 
Generators”, Principal Investigator (5% effort, 0.6 calendar months) on Sub-Contract to Stanford 
University (Biswal, PI), PA-11-261 “NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program.”  
Submitted February 15, 2013. (not funded) 
 
NIH R01, NIDA, “Pharmacology of MDPV and related bath salts.  Co-Investigator, Consortium 
with Temple University, submitted June 5, 2012 in response to PA-10-268 (Liu-Chen & Rawls, 
PIs)  (not funded) 
 
NIH R21, “Novel Diagnostic Agents for Imaging Sigma-1 Receptor Drug Therapy in 
Alzheimer’s Disease.  Co-Investigator, Consortium with Stanford University, submitted 
February 16, 2012 in response to PAR-11-100 (Chin, PI) (not funded) 
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NIH R01 DA034777-01, NIDA, "Optimization of non-peptide probes for the Neuropeptide FF 
receptor system", Principal Investigator, submitted February 7, 2012 in response to PAR-12-060 
(not funded) 
 
NIH R01 DA030971-01, NIDA, “Development of Sigma Ligands as Antispychostimulant 
Drugs”, Principal Investigator (25% time, 3 cal mo), RFA-DA-10-018. $4,887,984 total costs.  
Submitted April 29, 2010 (not funded) 
 
NIH R21/R33 DA029967-01, NIDA, “Selective Sigma-2 Receptor Ligands”, Principal 
Investigator (25% time, 3 cal mo), RFA-DA-10-005 $1,800,277 total costs.  Submitted 
December 4, 2009; (Priority Score 39, not funded) 
 
NIH RC1 GM091443, NIGM, “Selective Sigma-2 Receptor Probes”, Principal Investigator (25% 
time, 3 cal mo), Submitted April 24, 2009.  $986,219 total costs.  Broad Challenge Area (06) 
Enabling Technologies and Specific Challenge Topic. 06-GM-102:  Chemist/biologist 
collaborations facilitating tool development.  RFA-OD-09-003 (not funded) 
 
NIH, R01 DA023205-03S1 competitive revision to DA023205, NIDA, “Lead Optimization of 
Anti-psychostimulants”, Principal Investigator (25% time, 3 cal mo), Submitted April 21, 2009.  
$1,028,858 total costs. NOT-OD-09-058 (not funded)  
 
NIH R01 DA025775-01, NIDA, “Opioids derived from Kratom, a psychoactive botanical”, 
Principle Investigator (25% time, 3 cal mo), Submitted February 5, 2008.  $1,250,000 direct 
costs.  PA-07-374 (not funded) 
 
NIH R21, NINDS, “Prolylcarboxypeptidase Dysfunction in Stroke”, Co-Investigator (5% time, 
0.6 cal mo), submitted for review June, 2007.  (not funded) 
 
NIH R01 DA023939-01, NIDA, “Novel Pharmacologic Interventions for Psychostimulant 
Abuse”, Principle Investigator (25% time, 3 cal mo), (WITHDRAWN) Submitted January 25, 
2007.  $1,250,000 direct cost.  RFA-DA-07-006.  Review group: NIDA Special Emphasis Panel 
ZDA1 MXS-M (17). 
 
NIH R03, NIDA, “The pharmacokinetics of Salvia divinorum, an emerging hallucinogen”, Co-
Investigator (K. Babu, Harvard, PI).  Submitted June 1, 2005.  2% time/salary (not funded)  
 
NIH R01, NIDA, “Opioid Ligands Based on Salvinorin A”  Principal Investigator, Submitted for 
review Oct. 1, 2004. $1,250,000 direct cost. (not funded) 
 
 
NIH R01, Consortium grant with Reza Mehvar at Texas Tech University Health Sciences  
Center, Amarillo, TX.  Co-Investigator, 01/04-01/09.  $100,000 (not funded) 
 
NIH RFA, NIGMS, 1 P50 GM067025-01, “Chemical Methodologies and Library Development 
Centers”  Co-PI (M. Avery, UM, PI).  Submitted February 1, 2002.  $2,526,094 (not funded) 

 
NIH COBRE, NCRR, Grant with Chemistry Department, Co-PI (D. Graves, UM, PI)  Submitted 
February 2002. (not funded). 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
2023-2024 Executive Coaching, Pivot, Inc. Heathere Evans https://pivotincorporated.com 
 
2021-2022 Executive Coaching, Pivot, Inc. Heathere Evans https://pivotincorporated.com 
  
2020-2021 University of Florida’s Advanced Leadership for Academics and Professionals, 

Reprise. 
 
2019-2020 Southeastern Conference Academic Consortium’s Academic Leadership 

Development Program (SECU/ALDP) Fellow.   
 
2019-2020 University of Florida’s Advanced Leadership for Academics and Professionals. 
 
07/18  Alan Alda Center for Communicating Science Workshop.  University of Florida, 

Gainesville, FL. July 18-19, 2018. 
 
06/12 University of Utah School on Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependencies.  Salt 

Lake City, UT.  June 17-22, 2012 
 
01/12-03/12  ACS Shortcourse on Pharmacokinetics and Pharmacodynamics.  On-line 

(webinar) format, 6 one-hour lectures. 
 
03/09 CITI Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative Course in the Responsible 

Conduct of Research, Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, The 
University of Mississippi, on-line 

 
08/05-07/06 Academic Leadership Fellows Program, American Association of Colleges of 

Pharmacy. 
 
10/04 National Association of Boards of Pharmacy, Foreign Pharmacy Graduate 

Equivalency Examination Item Writing Workshop.  Park Ridge, IL. 
 
09/00-12/00 Pharmacology of Drugs of Abuse, National Institute on Drug Abuse Training 

Grant Course, University of Minnesota, Department of Neuroscience.   
 
09/00 Responsible conduct of research course. Office of Research, University of 

Minnesota.  
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bioanalytical UPLC-MS/MS method for the quantification of villocarine A in 
pharmacokinetic studies.  Journal of Chromatography B (SUBMITTED) 
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PATENTS ISSUED: 
 

1. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Chin, Frederick T.; James, 
Michelle L.; Shen, Bin; Gambhir, Sanjiv; Biswal, Sandip; Behera, Deepak.  Highly 
Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands and Radioligands as Probes in Nociceptive Processing 
and the Pathphysioloigcal Study of Memory Deficits and Cognitive Disorders.  
Canadian Patent CA2941634. Issue Date: Notice of Allowance issued  
 

2. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Chin, Frederick T.; James, 
Michelle L.; Shen, Bin; Gambhir, Sanjiv; Biswal, Sandip; Behera, Deepak.  Highly 
Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands and Radioligands as Probes in Nociceptive Processing 
and the Pathphysiological Study of Memory Deficits and Cognitive Disorders.  
European Patent EP3102204B1 (Germany, France, Great Britain). Issue Date: May 
5, 2021. 
 

3. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Chin, Frederick T.; James, 
Michelle L.; Shen, Bin; Gambhir, Sanjiv; Biswal, Sandip; Behera, Deepak.  Highly 
Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands and Radioligands as Probes in Nociceptive Processing 
and the Pathphysiological Study of Memory Deficits and Cognitive Disorders.  Australia 
Patent AU2015227342B2. Issue Date: June 25, 2020. 
 

4. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Chin, Frederick T.; James, 
Michelle L.; Shen, Bin; Gambhir, Sanjiv; Biswal, Sandip; Behera, Deepak.  Highly 
Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands and Radioligands as Probes in Nociceptive Processing 
and the Pathphysiological Study of Memory Deficits and Cognitive Disorders.  Japan 
Patent JP6591431B2. Issue Date: October 16, 2019. 

 
5. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Chin, Frederick T.; James, 

Michelle L.; Shen, Bin; Gambhir, Sanjiv; Biswal, Sandip; Behera, Deepak.  Highly 
Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands and Radioligands as Probes in Nociceptive Processing 
and the Pathphysiological Study of Memory Deficits and Cognitive Disorders.  United 
States Patent US 9,724,435 B2.  Issue Date: August 8, 2017. Filed: March 4, 2014.   
 

6. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Chin, Frederick T.; James, 
Michelle, L.; Chen, Bin; Gambhir, Sanjiv.  Highly Selective Sigma Receptor 
Radioligands.  United States Patent US 9,604,926.  Issue Date: March 28, 2017.  Filed: 
June 1, 2011.   
 

7. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Narayanan, Sanju; Matsumoto, Rae 
Reiko; Poupaert, Jacques Henri.  Highly Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands.  United 
States Patent US 8,809,381. Issue Date: August 19, 2014. 

 
8. McCurdy, Christopher R.; Mesangeau, Christophe; Matsumoto, Rae R.; Poupaert, 

Jacques H.; Avery, Bonnie A.; Abdelazeem, Ahmed H. Highly Selective Sigma 
Receptor Ligands. United States Patent US 8,686,008 B2. Issue Date: April 1, 2014. 
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PATENTS PENDING/EXPIRED: 
 

1. McCurdy, C.R.; Crowley, M.L. Compounds for treating opioid misuse. U.S. Provisional 
Patent Application No. 63/444010, Filed February 8, 2023. Pending. 
 

2. McCurdy, C.R.; Burns, S.M. Sigma Receptor Ligand Compounds. U.S. Provisional 
Patent Application No. 63/443116, Filed February 3, 2023. Pending. 
 

3. McCurdy, C.R.; Agha, H.M.; Intagliata, S. Metabolically Stable Sigma Receptor 
Ligands. U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 63/434848, Filed December 22, 2022. 
Pending. 
 

4. Berthold, E.C.; McCurdy, C.R.; Sharma, A.; Maxwell, E. Oral Bioavailability 
Formulation for Mitragyna speciosa (Kratom).  U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 
63/420216, Filed October 28, 2022. Pending.  
 

5. McCurdy, C.R.; Norris, M.H.; Ostrov, D.A. Sigma Receptor Ligands for Treating 
SARS-CoV-2 Infection.  International Application Published Under the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT).  World Intellectual Property Organization. International 
Publication Number WO 2022/169961 A1, International Filing Date: February 3, 2022, 
International Publication Date: August 11, 2022. Pending. 
 

6. McCurdy, C.R. Compounds for treating psychostimulant misuse. U.S. Provisional 
Patent Application No. 63/325513, Filed March 30, 2022. Pending. 
 

7. McCurdy, C.R.; Norris, M.H.; Ostrov, D.A. Sigma Receptor Ligands for Treating 
SARS-CoV-2 Infection.  U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 63/145807, Filed 
2/4/2021. Converted to full PCT application February 4, 2022.  Pending. 

 
8. McCurdy, C.R.  Synthesis and Evaluation of Dual-Activity Opioid-NPFF Ligands for 

Receptor Affinity, Antinociception and Tolerance Liabilities.  U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application No. 62026378, Filed 7/18/2014. Expired. 

 
9. McCurdy, C.R.; Mesangeau, C.; Narayanan, S.; Matsumoto, R.R.; Poupaert, J.H. Highly 

Selective Sigma Receptor Ligands. WO2009/026227 A2.  Priority Date 08/16/2007.  
International Filing Date:  08/18/2008.  International Application Number: 
PCT/US2008/073478.  Nationalized. 

10. Boyer, E.W.  Method for Treating Withdrawal From Addictive Compounds.  U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application No. 61116912.  Filed 11/21/2008. Priority Application US 
2008-116912P.  Date: 11/21/2008. Expired. 

 
11. Boyer, E.W.; McCurdy, C.R.; Adkins, J.E.  Methods for treating withdrawal from 

addictive compounds using Kratom.  U.S. Application Number 20100209542 A1.  Date:  
08/19/2010. Expired. 
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INVESTIGATIONAL NEW DRUG (IND) APPLICATONS: 
 

1. On May 28, 2015 our collaborative team (filed under Sanjiv Sam Gambhir, M.D., Ph.D.) 
had an eIND (126459) approved on May 28, 2015 to proceed with study by the US FDA 
(submitted April 24, 2015).  This eIND will utilize our original sigma-1 receptor 
antagonist (CM304/FTC146) as a PET/MR imaging diagnostic agent.  This has been 
accomplished with funds in part from the National Institutes of Health (NIDA & 
NIGMS), the University of Mississippi, and Stanford University.   Clinical studies will be 
carried out at Stanford University School of Medicine.   
 

2. On June 9, 2023 our collaborative team (filed under Altasciences) had an IND (167413) 
approved on July 6, 2023 to proceed with study by the US FDA.  This is Altasciences 
project US FDA 75F40121C00199 (FDU-P4-117).  The first cohort was dosed in 
September 2023 with anticipated completion in January 2024. 
 

PHASE 1 CLINICAL TRIALS WITH [18F]FTC-146 (aka CM304): 
 

1. Biodistribution and Pharmacokinetic Determination of the PET Radiopharmaceutical 
[18F]FTC-146 Using PET/MRI in Healthy (Asymptomatic) Volunteers and in Patients 
With CRPS and Sciatica. Early Phase I.  First Posted: April 27, 2016. ClinicalTrials.gov 
Identifier: NCT02753101. Sponsor: Stanford University. Collaborator: University of 
Mississippi Medical Center. Responsible Party: Sandip Biswal, Stanford University. 
Actual enrollment: 24 participants.  COMPLETED 

 
2. Use of [18F]FTC-146 PET/MRI in the Diagnosis of Chronic Pain. First Posted: June 14, 

2018.  ClinicalTrials.gov Identifier: NCT03556137.  Sponsor: Stanford University. 
Collaborator: GE Healthcare. Responsible Party: Sandip Biswal, Stanford University. 
Estimated enrollment: 144 participants. Recruiting 
 

3. Reliability of [18F]FTC-146 Brain Uptake in Healthy Controls. First Posted: August 28, 
2018. ClinicalTrials.gov Identifier: NCT03649555. Sponsor: Stanford University. 
Responsible Party: Carolyn Rodriguez, Stanford University. Estimated Enrollment: 6 
participants. Active, not recruiting 
 

4. Sigma-1 Receptors: A Novel Clinical Target in Fragile X Syndrome. First posted: March 
19, 2020. ClinicalTrials.gov Identifier: NCT04314856. Sponsor: Stanford University. 
Responsible Party: Frederick Chin, Stanford University.  Estimated enrollment: 20 
participants. Withdrawn 
 

5. Use of [18F]FTC-146 PET/MRI for Pediatric Chronic Pain. Phase 1 Clinical Trial First 
Posted: June 17, 2020.  ClinicalTrials.gov Identifier: NCT04435821.  Sponsor: Stanford 
University. Collaborator: GE Healthcare. Responsible Party: Sandip Biswal, Stanford 
University. Estimated enrollment: 100 participants. Enrolling by invitation 
 

PHASE 2 CLINICAL TRIALS WITH [18F]FTC-146 (aka CM304): 
 

1. A Phase 2 Study of [18F]FTC-146 PET/CT in Patients With Newly Diagnosed 
Osteosarcoma. First Posted: April 28, 2020. ClinicalTrials.gov Identifier:  
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NCT04365660. Sponsor: Stanford University. Responsible Party: Kristen Ganjoo, 
Stanford University.  Estimated enrollment: 5 participants. Recruiting 


