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EDUCATION 
 
Oregon Health Sciences University, School of Medicine 
 Attended: 1980-1984 
 Major: Psychobiology 
 Degrees: M.S., June, 1982;  Ph.D., June, 1984. 
 Dissertation: Associative and Non-associative Factors in the Development of  
              Tolerance to the Thermic and Cardiovascular Effects of Ethanol. 
 
Bowling Green State University 
 Attended: 1976-1980 
 Majors: Biology, Psychology 
 Degree: B. S., June, 1980. 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
1977-1978 Laboratory Instructor, Dept. Chemistry, Bowling Green State Univ., Bowling Green, 

OH. 
 
1978-1980 Research Assistant, Dept. Psychology, Bowling Green State Univ., Bowling Green, 

OH.   
 
1980-1984 Predoctoral Trainee, NHLBI Training Grant, Dept. of Medical Psychology, Oregon  
   Health Sciences University, Portland, OR.  
 
1984-1988 Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Pharmacology, University of Colorado Health 

Sciences Center, Denver, CO.  
 
1988-1994  Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmacodynamics, University of Florida, 

Gainesville, FL. 
 
1994-pres.  Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacodynamics, University of Florida, 

Gainesville, FL. 
 
 
 



HONORS 
 
1983 Tartar Research Fellow, Oregon Health Sciences University. 
1984 NIDA Postdoctoral Traineeship, University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 
1986 NIMH Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 
1990 NIAAA Research Scientist Development Award, University of Florida. 
2007 College of Pharmacy, Teacher of the Year 
2017, 2018 College of Pharmacy, Service and Teaching Incentive Award 
2017, 2018, 2019 College of Pharmacy, Outstanding Team Teaching Award 
2019 College of Pharmacy, Outstanding Student Organization Advisor 
 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 Society for Neurosciences, 1984 to present. 
 American Association for the Advancement of Science, 1986 to present.  
 Research Society on Alcoholism, 1986 to present. 
 University of Florida McKnight Brain Institute, 1990 to present. 
 University of Florida, Center for Addiction Research and Education, 1992 to present.  
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
University of Florida Commencement Marshal, 4/94 to present. 
University of Florida Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, 5/02 to 8/05. 
University of Florida, Graduate Council, 5/14 to 5/17. 
University of Florida, Center for Addiction Research and Education, Co-Director, 9/11 to  
present. 
 
COLLEGE and DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE 
 
Health Center Student Conduct Standards Committee, 1/89 to 5/94. 
College of Pharmacy, Academic Performance and Admissions Comm., 12/89 to 7/92. 
College of Pharmacy, Academic Advisor, 9/92 to present. 
Dept. Pharmacodynamics, Graduate Selection Comm., 3/92 to 9/96, 6/02 to 6/15.  
Dept. Pharmacodynamics, Graduate Coordinator, 1/93 to 9/96, 6/02 to 6/08, 6/11 to 6/12.  
College of Pharmacy Graduate Studies Comm., 1/95 to 9/96, 6/02 to 6/08, 6/11 to 6/12. 
College of Pharmacy, Alumni Awards Committee, 12/93 to 9/97. 
College of Pharmacy Equipment Committee, Chair, 9/96 to 12/13. 
College of Pharmacy, Financial Aid and Awards Committee, 9/97 to 9/00. 
College of Pharmacy, Tenure & Promotion, 9/94-9/96, 1/03-1/05, 1/08-1/11, 8/14 to 4/19. 
College of Pharmacy, Search Committee for New Faculty (16 searches, chaired two). 
College of Pharmacy, Academic Performance Committee, 8/03 to 1/14. 
College of Pharmacy, Admissions Committee, 1/14 to present 
College of Pharmacy, Curricular Revision Task Force, 1/14 to 5/14. 
College of Pharmacy, Impaired Professional Committee, 1/14 to present. 
College of Pharmacy, Kappa Epsilon Professional Pharmacy Fraternity, Faculty Advisor, 4/04 
to present. 



TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
 In the legacy curriculum of the Pharm.D. program, I taught yearly in the three semester 
Pharmacology series for first and second year Pharmacy students and coordinated the first 
course in this series.  I also lectured each year in Physiological Basis of Disease for first year 
pharmacy students.  In the new Pharm.D. curriculum, I continue to coordinate and teach the 
Introduction to Pharmacology course in the first year (PHA 5515) and am involved in teaching 
pharmacology in the Patient Care 4 and 7 courses in the second and third years of the 
curriculum.   My student evaluations are well above average and I was elected “Teacher of the 
Year” in 2007 with further nominations in subsequent years.  I have also received the College 
of Pharmacy Outstanding Teaching Team Award twice for the Weight Loss and Nutrition 
module in Patient Care 4 and once for the Psychiatric Disorders module in Patient Care 7. 
 
 I lecture yearly in an undergraduate Honors Pharmacy course and have had over 40 
undergraduate  students complete independent research coursework on selected topics in 
pharmacology.  I have also directed research projects for over 60 Pharm.D. students, from UF, 
FAMU and several international colleges of pharmacy resulting in multiple publications with 
students listed as co-authors.  
 
 In terms of graduate education, I coordinate and teach   “Neurochemical Foundation of Phar-
macodynamics” and I developed, coordinate and teach “The Pharmacodynamics of Drugs of 
Abuse” and “Journal Colloquy”.  I lecture in a number of other graduate courses offered in the 
Colleges of Pharmacy, Medicine, and Health and Human Performance.  I have supervised six 
Ph.D. students through matriculation, 21 doctoral students in their research rotations, and four 
post-doctoral fellows.   
 
 



RESEARCH FUNDING - Dr. Peris is P.I. unless indicated 
 
8/86-7/87 NIMH NRSA Fellowship, University of Colorado Health Sciences Center. 
 
1/89-4/92 UF College of Pharmacy Biomedical Research Starter Grant, Total yearly direct 
costs = $9,000. 
 
3/89-4/89 UF Division of Sponsored Research, "Visualization of GABA and dopamine 
receptors in discrete brain regions after alcohol and cocaine treatment", Total yearly direct 
costs = $10,000. 
 
4/89-3/93 NIAAA Research Grant (RO1 AA08262), "Nigrotectal GABA neurons in alcohol and 
kindled seizures", Total yearly direct costs = $201,137. 
 
5/89-4/90 UF DSR New Investigator Award, "Nigrotectal GABAA receptors in mice genetically 
selected for severity of ethanol withdrawal seizures", Total yearly direct costs = $18,815. 
 
7/90    NIH Division of Research Resources (RR 005704), "Quantitative Densitometry Instru-
ment", Co-P.I. (P.I. is J.W.Simpkins), Total yearly direct costs = $65,401. 
 
9/90  ADAMHA Small Instrumentation Program,  Total yearly direct costs = $16,700. 
 
10/90-9/95  NIAAA Research Scientist Development Award Level II (K02 AA00135), "Nigrotec-
tal GABA neurons in alcohol and kindled seizures", Total yearly direct costs = $69,240. 
 
5/92-4/93  UF DSR, "GABA transmission in Ethanol-treated Rats",  Total yearly direct costs = 
$24,870. 
 
7/92-6/93  Department of Defense, "Collaborative Spinal Cord Injury, Neuroscience Research, 
Education and Training Facility", Researcher (P.I. is W. Luttge), Total direct costs = 
$18,000,000. 
 
7/93-12/95  Alcoholic Beverage Medical Research Foundation, "The neurochemical basis for  
cocaine abolishment of ethanol tolerance", Total yearly direct costs = $72,000. 
 
7/93-6/03 NIAAA Training Grant (T31 AA 07561), "Training in alcohol and neurodegenerative 
disease", co-Director (P.I. is M. Heaton), Total yearly direct costs = $269,780. 
 
9/95-8/97  NIAAA Research Grant (RO1 AA 09115), "Chronic ethanol neurotoxicity and 
long-term potentiation", Total  yearly direct costs = $125,181. 
 
12/00-11/03 NINCDS Research Grant, “Role of eicosanoids in blood pressure control”, Co-I (PI 
is C. E. Wood), Total yearly direct costs = $250,000.   
 



5/03-5/04 UFDSR Opportunity Fund, Multi-College Capillary Electrophoresis with Laser-
induced Fluorescence Detection Instrument for Very High Resolution and Sensitivity Brain 
Microdialysis, PI, Total direct costs - $$99,713. 
 
5//05-4/09 NIAAA Research Grant (R01 AA 014708), “Time resolution of ethanol-induced 
neurotransmission”, PI, Total yearly direct costs = $203,599. 
 
5/07-5/08 UFDSR Opportunity Fund, “Preclinical development of drugs for obesity and cocaine 
addiction”, Co-I, (PI is Ray Booth), Total direct costs - $81,850. 
 
12/07-11/11 NIDA Research Grant (R01 DA023928), “Novel 5HT2C agonist drugs with 5HT2A 
antagonist activity for cocaine addiction”, Co-I, (PI is Ray Booth), Total yearly direct costs = 
$250,000. 
 
1/16  to 12/16 College of Pharmacy PROSPER Grant,” Optogenetic stimulation of oxytocin 
receptor-expressing neurons in the brain reward pathway of alcohol drinking mice”, PI  Total 
direct costs = $23,000. 
 
7/18-6/20 NIAAA Research Grant (R21 AA026090), “Ethanol dysregulation of oxytocin 
reward",    PI, Total yearly direct costs =  $140,375. 
 
4/21-3/25 pending NIAAA Research Grant (R01 AA029269), “Sex differences in oxytocinergic 
modulation of central reward circuitry",    PI, Proposed yearly direct costs =  $250,000. 
 
 
 
NIH STUDY SECTION EXPERIENCE 
 
2006-present  Ad hoc Reviewer SEP study section 
2004-present  Ad hoc Reviewer NAL study section 
2015-present  Chair and Reviewer F03B study section 



PUBLICATIONS (Number of citations of 2138 total, H index = 28) 
 
1. Cunningham, C. L., & Peris, J.  A microcomputer system for temperature biotelemetry.  

Behav. Res. Methods Instr. 15: 598-603, 1983. 36 
 

2. Peris, J., & Dunwiddie, T. V.  Inhibitory neuromodulation of release of amino acid 
neurotransmitters.  Alc. Drug Res. 6: 253-264, 1985. PMID:2868735 14 
 

3. Peris, J., & Cunningham, C. L.  Dissociation of tolerance to the hypothermic and 
tachycardic effects of ethanol.  Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav. 22: 973-978, 1985. PMID: 
4023029 17 

 
4. Mitchel, M. A., Peris, J. & Harris, R. A.  Barbiturate tolerance and dependence:  Effects on 

synaptosomal sodium transport and membrane fluidity.  Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav. 22: 
955-960, 1985. PMID:4040639 8 

 
5. Peris, J., & Cunningham, C. L.  Heart rate responses to shock delivered via different 

implanted electrodes.  Physiol. Behav. 36; 975-977, 1986. PMID:3714876 2 
 
6. Peris, J., & Cunningham, C. L.  Handling-induced enhancement of alcohol's acute 

physiological effects.  Life Sci. 38: 273-279, 1986. PMID:3947595 63 
 
7. Peris, J., & Cunningham, C. L.  Stress enhances the development of tolerance to the 

hypothermic effect of ethanol.  Alc. Drug Res., 3: 187-193, 1987. PMID:3827999 36 
 
8. Schwarz, K. S., Peris, J., & Cunningham, C. L.  Effects of restraint and naltrexone on the 

biphasic heart rate response to morphine in rats.  Alc. Drug Res., 7: 327-339, 1987. 
PMID:3040023 5 

 
9. Peris, J., & Zahniser, N. R. One injection of cocaine produces a long-lasting increase in 

[3H]-dopamine release. Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav., 27: 533-535, 1987. PMID:3659076 
77 

 
10. Peris, J., Harris, R. A., & Zahniser, N. R.  Modulation of  3H-gamma aminobutyric acid 

release evoked from rat cortical slices by alpha2 adrenergic receptors.  Neurosci. Lett., 80: 
309-314, 1987. PMID:2825081 12 

 
11. Dwoskin, L.P., Peris, J., Philpott, K., & Zahniser, N.R.  Repeated cocaine administration 

results in supersensitivity of striatal D2 dopamine autoreceptors to pergolide. Life Sci. 
42:255-262, 1988. PMID:3275855 104 

 
12. Peris, J., Dwoskin, L. P. & Zahniser, N. R.  Biphasic modulation of [3H] D-aspartate release 

by D2 dopamine receptors in rat striatal slices.  Synapse, 2:450-456, 1988. PMID:2973144 
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13. Peris, J. & Zahniser, N. R.  Persistent augmented dopamine release after acute cocaine 
requires dopamine receptor activation. Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav., 32: 71-76, 1989. 
PMID:266063 48 

 
14. Lewin, E., Peris, J., Bleck, V., Zahniser, N. R. & Harris, R. A.  Chemical kindling decreases 

GABA-Activated chloride channels of mouse cortex.  Eur. J. Pharmacol. 160: 101-106, 
1989. 34 

 
15. Lewin, E.,  Peris. J., Bleck, V., Zahniser, N. R. & Harris, R. A.  Diazepam sensitizes mice to 
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503:288-295, 1989. 13 

 
17. Peris, J.,Boyson, S. J., Cass, W. A., Curella, P., Dwoskin, L. P., Larson, G., Linn. L-H., 

Yasuda, R. P., and Zahniser, N. R.  Persistence of neurochemical changes in dopamine 
systems after repeated cocaine administration.  J. Pharmacol. Exp. Ther., 253: 38-44, 
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Res. 566: 255- 264, 1991. 209 
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ethanol withdrawal.  Alcohol: Clin. Exp. Res. 16: 311-319, 1992. 29 

 
21. Peris, J., Coleman-Hardee, M. & Millard, W.J.  Cocaine in utero enhances the behavioral 
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nigrocollicular areas.  Life Sciences 53: 707-716, 1993. 8 
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nigrocollicular regions.   Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav. 44: 333-338, 1993.  4 
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exposure.  Frontiers in Bioscience 2: 308-316, 1997. 31 
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ethanol tolerance.  Behavioral Pharmacology  8:  319-330, 1997. 7 
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3H-GABA release in the hippocampus. Alcohol: Clin. Exp. Res. 21: 1047-1052, 1997. 41 

 
31. Peris, J., Jung, B. J., Resnick, A., Walker, P., Malakhova, O., Bokrand, Y. & Wielbo, D. 

Antisense inhibition of striatal GABAA receptor proteins decreases GABA-stimulated 
chloride uptake and increases cocaine sensitivity in rats.  Mol. Brain Res. 57: 310-320, 
1998. 24 
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mice. J. Neurochem. 73: 1539-1548, 1999. 21 
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transporters.  J. Neurochem. 89: 1195-1205, 2004 33 

 



37. Smith, A. D.,  Watson, C. J.,  Frantz, K. J.,  Eppler, B., Kennedy, R. T. & Peris, J. 
Differential increase in taurine levels by low dose ethanol in the dorsal and ventral striatum 
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Meth. 138: 189-197, 2004. 82 
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